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BEST OF SHOW

MGBILE ELEGTRGHIGS

YOUR/BESTIDEALANDIWE LLIBEATIT]

AS LOW AS _
2.99% APR UNTIL |
PAID IN FULL*

SYAMAHA WAVERUNNERS®

evs YourHear”

Digital Media Receiver WITH BLUETOOTH MARINE/MOTORCYCLE Digital Media Receiver

BIggtpoth@ hands-free Arlld'rlmdwl Com Mfg. List WITH BLUETOOTH Mfg. List

patibility *iPhone® Compatibility *SiriusXM- 79 $119.95 +Bluetooth® hands-free *Antirust-coating for gg $129.95
INSTA

Ready™. #2025

INSTALLED? Marine *iPod/iPhone Music Playback. #2769 LLED!

y -~ IMARINE, MOTORCYCLE & ATV RECEIVERS!
_ GREAT.MX AMPS ’
POWER FOR_YOUR Sockiord fosqale

~ HARLEY DAVIDSON®
6" X 9" FULL RANGE BAG LID
MARINE/MOTORCYCLE SPEAKERS

AMPLI FIER *Element Ready design *Weather and water resistant.
#7574

e e 8 1 33.95 253
$249 95 $349.95 PAIR
MARINE, MOTORCYCLE & ATV RECEIVERS!

KENWOOD DAt

6.5" 2.WAY MARINE SPEAKER COVERS

*Replaces factory hard saddle

SPEAKERS | 4 A 3 bag covers *Left and right

Lo } replacement covers. *Speaker
*150 watts of power *White.. , A grilles included *Black matte

$200.00 OFF 2017 IN STOCK!! 2= erge W sggs; 51995
ASK FOR LORI OR RAY : 29953 i 2992

MICKEY SHORR IS A MICHIGAN COMPANY. FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1967.
ROYAL OAK.. ..248.398. 734.981.7770
WWW.STEVENSCYCLE.COM et o S T
. . 3 LIVONIA......... .734.425, MOBILE ELECTRONICGS WATERFORD.......ccovrrrre. 1248.673.4970
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STEVENS' YAMAHA SALES
3638 S HURON RD
BAY CITY MI, 48706

989-667-0880
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.5" 2-WAY MARINE
SPEAKERS

+120 watts of power.
MX650-CCX-CG-WH/725!
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- o FARMINGTON HILLS.............. 248. 473 8200 . LINCOLN PARK......coccvvvvveaannn. 313.383.9434
= ROSEVILLE oo 586.777.8660 www.mickeyshorr.com GRAND RAPIDS....o.ooceer... 616.241.5897
ST. CLAIR SHORES............... 586.771.7620 n Visit us on FINANCING AVAILABLE PLAINFIELD (GRAND RAPIDS)...616.363.1106
) ) ) PORT HURON........ccooveurenn. 810.385.4880 ~ T Facebook With Approved Credit. Ask for details. DETROIT.c..ooeveieeee 313.526.3799
1Available on purchases of new 2013-2018 Yamaha WaveRunners (excluding EX & V1 models) made on the Yamaha Credit Card *Bring in any compefitor's advertised or unadvertised deal, and we'll beat it. Offer applies to factory authorized resellers.
issued by WebBank, member FDIC. Subject to credit approval as determined by WebBank. Offers valid through 5/31/17. Account must *Installation Offer includes normal installation with purchases made at Mickey Shorr. A basic materials fee of $5.99 applies. Additional parts, extensive labor and extensive materials fee extra. Prior sales not included. SALE ENDS 4/30/18.
be open and current to be eligible for this offer. Minimum Interest Charge $2 per month. ©2017 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. = LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY ¢ FACTORY TRAINED EXPERTS ¢ 20+ YEARS OF INSTALLATION EXPERIENCE
All rights reserved. Follow instructional materials and obey all laws. Drive responsibly, wearing protective apparel. Always drive within STORE HOURS: MIONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 8 PM, SATURDAY 9 AM - 5:30 PM. CLOSED SUNDAY MS39

your capabilities, allowing time and distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you. Don't drink and drive. 3 - . .
- A oL AUDO. Ppddordfosqale KENWOOD Proneer JVE EREE @ VIPER
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IN STOCK Helmets by
| Fulmer
Men’s & Ladies’ . Bell
Leatherand
Accessories T

' &Badass

Concealment

~ Saddlebags
. Shirts

| %
« ' Travel Bags

- Helmets /Boots |

_ Gel Seats L
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F’s not what you ride...

www.ridewild.com i?'s what you wear!

HOURS
M-F 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 1640 S. Centerville Rd.

Sat 9:30 am to 4:30 pm Sturgis, M1 49091
Sun 12 noon to 4:30 pm m 269-651-2464

é\\il' Tlaé bckange Srogeam

We Work on all Makes & Mo

FROM OIL CHANGES TO @

We do Insurance work e.c« vs
.

273 S. Ford Blvd.
Ypsilanti Ml 48198
Office 734-480-3148
Fax 734-547-BIKE

MON THRU FRI
10AM - 6PM
SAT APPT ONLY

www.ReflectionsCustomCycl
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LETTER FROM THE
OWNER
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For those that do not do any wintertime activities, it has been
a long, hard winter and we are getting stir-crazy. Soon enough,
though, we will all be back on the saddle again!

In this issue you will be happy to see the Bike Night ads are pour-
ing back in, the events are coming in left and right and...we are
getting ready to kick the Ride n’ Win summer-long contest back
off again.

If you have a Ride Card already, then you are good to go for this
year. Read all about it in this issue. Also in this issue, we are rub-
bing in how much fun we had on Thunder Fun Night so be sure
to check that out, too! Thank you again to everyone that helped
make that event a huge success five years running.

| want to remind everyone that Thunder Roads is supported by
advertisers, so if you like reading it each month, please be sure
to patronize our supporters! If you know someone that should ad-
vertise in the magazine or be a Ride Stop this summer (remem-
ber, advertisers also receive the magazines when they advertise)
please share your copy and show them page three; they can
reach out to their local sales representative or me.

Be sure to like Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan on Face-
book to keep up-to-date with exciting updates and latest happen-
ings. Once again, please patronize our advertisers and let them
know you saw them in Thunder Roads, because, thanks to them,
we are the #1 Free Motorcycle Magazine in Michigan—and grow-

ing!
Thank you to all of our loyal advertisers—we appreciate you!

L

Happy 12th Birthday to my
beautiful daughter Emilee!

Now for some “Mo” Advice (thanks Mark for this one):

I would rather spend the rest of my life wanting what I don’t
have rather than having what | don’t want.

Jedy Moliowditsch
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- Sunday 9am - 2am

BIKINI STAFF HOT GIRLZ
FREE BIKE WASH COLD BEER

Monday 11am - 2am e Tuesday

SPECIALS EVERYDAY GREAT FOOD

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 5 NIGHTS A WEEK

When is the last time you offered some kindness to another person? How did
it affect their day? How did it make you feel?

Kindness is the act of doing something for another person without the

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom M| 48393 expectation of having it paid back to you. In many cases, an act of kindness
(248)449-9667 * www.stingersbarwixom.com cannot, in fact, be paid back.

We live in a very fast-paced world. Many of us are busy, on our way
somewhere, without time to stop and do something for another person.

We have so much on our minds. We might be thinking about tomorrow’s
tasks, or worried about what we're going to cook for dinner tonight. We might
be eager to get to another destination or to leave some place where we

are uncomfortable. In essence, we are trapped in our own thoughts and
We are a Debt Relief A - We help people file for
Bankruptcy um;:r Eﬂ'ﬂ*rﬂ:w Cods. fie emotions, and it becomes incredibly difficult to see others around us. We are

constantly in a state of rush, rush, rush, while encouraging ourselves to do
==, : more, more, more.

" L =iy Kindness is about putting other people ahead of ourselves. It is about taking

989_625_0969 the time to give someone else a piece of our time—and time is sometimes

our most valuable commodity. Kindness is something that is done voluntarily;

it is not something that can be taxed or stolen from us. Nobody controls our
decision to show kindness except ourselves.

Kindness means not first asking “what is in it for me” but asking ourselves
“how can | help this other person.” It means seeking to fill a gap in the life of
someone who may be struggling, or who has a need. It means not asking for

Repossession - Foreclosure - Lawsuit

Garnishment - Phone Calls - IRS anything in return. Kindness is giving of ourselves without considering what
- FREE Consultation will come back in our direction. Kindness always puts others first.
- E-Z Payment Plans You can't live a POSITIVE life with a negative mind.
- MENTION THIS AD to Receive 550 off Until then...Don’t Coast in Neutral, Positive Shift Ahead
- VETERANS Receive a $100 Discount
~ Stacie
Coon & Elmy P.C. - Attorney At Law el ettt
www.CoonandElmy.com President and Founder of The Positive Shift LLC

3820 Isabella St. Midland. M|
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MOTORCYCLE ASSUCIATIUN CHAPTER 43

ANNUAL ITCHIN’ RUN

“PHOTO SCAVENGER HUNT”
SUNDAY MAY 6TH 2018

'
iy
“Wpay

Cure the Itchl

REGISTRATION 10 am to 12 noon at: A & M LEATHER
18957 Middlebelt Rd, Romulus, Ml 48174

ALL ENTREES FINISH between 2 & 3 pm sharp at:
PENRICKTON CENTER FOR BLIND CHILDREN
26530 Eureka Rd, Taylor, M1 48180

PRIZE DRAWINGS AT 4 PM
50/50 Drawings, Raffles & Music!
Hotdog & Chips, Pop or Water, $5 Donation
Benefits Penrickton Center for Blind Children

You will need a digital camera or phone to take photos
All bikes, cars, strollers, zombies and mother-in-law welcome!

ENTRY FEE $20.00 per vehicle,
all additional passengers $10.00 each

THIS IS A RAIN OR SHINE EVENT

ALL ENTRIES ELIGIBLE for DOOR PRIZE DRAWING and
BONUS PHOTO PRIZE DRAWING

CONTACT JOEY 734-550-6485 or DAVE 734-765-6478
BLESSING OF THE BIKES at 11am

6 APRIL 2018 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN
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then 2 blocks West]

Thurs music by Jefi Taylor
Fri 8 pm- Country/Rock ~ Whiskey Fixx
Sat 10 am-5 pm ~ Poker Run /Car/Bike Show 4-7
9 pm- Tom Biker Games
Sal 8 pm- Live Band ~ Infamous Quick

Food Vendors on Grounds ~ including the lamous
Bad Axe Lions Club Fair Stand, Burgers, Fries & Malts

NEW this year BEER TENTIN!

$50 Camping Fee ~ Includes:;
ALL 3 NIGHTS & 2 WRIST BANDS
FOR FULL ﬁI}I}S ALL 4 DAYS!
$10 Wrist Band Gives You Unlimited
Access All Weekend!

140 Electric Hook Ups Avalable
Rustic Stites Availahle

Everyone 21yrs & Older Welcome
2,3, or 4 Wheels Welcome

For More Info Call
Randy 989.550.4570
Doug 989.550.2566

Proceeds to Huron Co. Fairgrounds & Bad Axe
Lions White Cane.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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OLD HOGS NEW TRICKS

Bad Pig makes its mark with customs

that anyone can afford.

f you just drove by the two nondescript build-

ings in Oak Park, you would never guess what

Bad Pig Customs has been building since

2013. Seeing an underserved hole in the mar-
ket, Bad Pig has specialized in repairing, rebuilding
and customizing Harleys for the average Joe.

“We get all sorts of guys who have an older bike, one
they got from their father, or one they've been riding
for years,” reflects Mark Zagacki. “These guys don't
want to go out and spend a ton of money on a new
bike, they just want their bike made better”.

What makes Bad Pig unique is that they have their
own parts shop, and we're not talking about chrome
doo-dads and overpriced clothes, either. “I've been in
the parts business since December 2012 as Oak Park
Mark’s, and we currently have over 5,800 square feet
of retail space devoted to everything from wheels and
bars to frames and engines,” says Mark. Having this
enormous resource of new and used parts at their
disposal, Bad Pig can sell the parts without includ-
ing the markup of a middleman. “It's really the base
that brought the business to the next level, and we at-
tend the biggest motorcycle swap meets in southeast
Michigan and northern Ohio on a monthly basis.”

Having the parts is a great resource, but it's what they
do with them that really sets Bad Pig apart. Teaming
with co-owner Dave Foster’s crew to do the custom
work, they have a real knack for breathing new fire
into old bikes.

“We can repair anything, but what we really love do-
ing is putting work into that 10- to 15-year-old cycle
and giving people a one-of-a-kind custom for a frac-
tion of the price of a new bike. Anything from paint,
fairings and bags to complete engine and transmis-
sion swaps, we can give a bike all the modern up-
grades that weren't available back in the day when it
rolled off the Motor Company'’s production line.”

Sometimes, that “retrofit” even works in reverse.
Dave told us, “Our latest project is a 2017 Rushmore
Road Glide that the customer wanted built with ev-
ery bell and whistle, but it's stuff that the aftermarket
doesn't even produce for this model yet. We ended
up pulling the engine, dropping in a S&S 143cid and
Baker Drive Train 6-Speed Grudge Box transmis-
sion, and adding everything from a Big Bear Chop-
pers inverted front-end assembly to Brembo’s and
Ohlins shocks. Not only will this bike rip with about
160 horsepower out of the box, it's gonna carve and
stop on a dime. Top that with flat black tins and gold
accents, he'll have a bike NOBODY at the local Bike
Night can touch.”

While they enjoy doing these high-end customs,
Dave’s true passion is builds for everyday riders. ‘I
love the older bikes, from Shovelheads and Pan-
heads to your basic Softtail. | want to fix some guy’s
Harley that's been gathering dust, or replace an old
88 twin-cam with a modern engine. Combine that
foundation with some custom paint and a few select
accessories, and you've got a one-of-a-kind bike that
doesn't cost an arm and a leg.” With over fifty years
of combined experience on the shop floor, if you can
dream it up, Bad Pig Customs can create it.

When asked about how the business is doing, Mark
smiles. “Well, we ain’t gonna get rich anytime soon,
but we're giving people what they want and we love
what we do. We don't have to answer to “corporate,”
and we get to do everything on our terms. Hell, when

the photographer for this article asked if we wanted to
bring the bikes to a studio, we just laughed. We make
these bikes in a garage with eight lifts and parts all
over the place. THAT'S where we wanted them shot.”

Based on the bikes, it's safe to say their philosophy
is working. If you've always wanted a custom Harley,
but didn’t think you could swing it—Bad Pig Customs
is the place for you.

BAD PIG CUSTOMS
1806 East 9 Mile Rd
Hazel Park, M| 48030
248-544-7447
info@badpigcustoms.com
badpigcustoms.com

continued on next page



OLD HOGS NEW TRICKS

1984 Harley-Davidson FLT® Build

Ground-up build including 2012 FLHT (103cid) Engine/Drivetrain,
DNA Crystal Rims/Rotors, new lines and electronics, Complete
Rear Swing Arm Assembly, 4 Piston Caliper, Brembo front cali-
pers, Black LED front light bar, rear bullet lights/short light bar,
FLHRC Console and 2011 FLHXSE front fender custom finished
in 2018 Dodge Charger SRT Destroyer Grey Clear Coat paint.

PHOTOS ~
Scott Campbell has been shooting bikes, cars and
models for over 20 years.

To see more of his work or to schedule a photo-
shoot visit ScottKevinCampbellPhotography.com

SCOTTkeviN
CAMPBELL
PHOTOGRAPHY.

‘.com

MODELS ~
Constance Kay, Arwen Nova, Brandy Liberty

2017 Harley-Davidson FLTRX® Build

Milwaukee-8 drivetrain replaced with S&S 143cid with S&S 71mm Throttle Hog,
Baker “Grudge Box” 6 speed, Evolution 220hp clutch assembly, Trask Perfor-
mance chain drive upgrade, Barnett billet hub cage, Hayden primary chain
tensioner, and 34t solid compensator sprocket. Further upgrades include Bas-
sani “Big Pipe” Exhaust, Big Bear Choppers inverted front suspension, Brembo
brake calipers with 320mm rotors, Ohlins rear shocks, Machined Mid-Shift com-
ponents by “Fab Kevin”, Hard Case risers/clamps, and Cycle Pirates shift/brake
arms with gold anodized Flo foot/shift pegs, all finished in custom Satin Black
paint.




RN

House Bill 4843 creates a pilot program to let veterans train their own service
dogs. It's pending in the House Military and Veterans Affairs Committee.

HB 5616-5617: Creates a toll-free hotline for veterans and their families to report
cases of abuse at veterans’ homes and require the veterans’ facility ombuds-
men to work with the Department of Health and Human Services to investigate
complaints.

New Grand Rapids veterans home site plan approved with
conditions

Plans for a new $49 million Grand Rapids Home for Veterans took another step
forward despite hitting a snag with the site plan. City commissioners voted
unanimously to change the zoning of the property at 3000 Monroe Ave. NW near
3 Mile Road to accommodate the facility. In turn, the vote approved the site plan,
but with a condition that the architects address concerns regarding the site’s
proximity to a neighboring property.

“The sticking point is this piece with proximity to the neighbor and this buffering
and that opportunity to make some minor modifications to increase that buffer
in some way, or at least give us assurance that that has been addressed,” said
Mayor Rosalynn Bliss.

The affected neighbors, Paul and Carol V'Soske, were outspoken Tuesday dur-
ing a city commission meeting at Oakdale Park Christian Reformed Church. The
couple said they were not notified of the project, and expressed concerns about
the site’s proximity to their 3 Mile Road home, and the damage that the project
would cause to land Paul V'Soske believes to be protected wetlands.

“This has been a piece of property we've been privileged to be stewards of for
38 years,” Paul V'Soske said. “All we're looking for is a good neighbor and the
way it was laid on us did not give us that feeling.

Officials also said they rerouted the access drive from 3 Mile Road, moved
the proposed parking, and plan to shift the site to provide an additional buffer
between the properties in response to neighbor concerns.

At its closest point, the roadway coming off 3 Mile Road is less than 10 feet from
the \'Soskes’ property. City Planning Director Suzanne Schulz suggested that
the architects add 5-10 feet for a more desirable buffer.

The approval from the city commission was an important step to assure the proj-
ect didn't lose out on highly competitive federal grant funding, which is expected
to fund about 60 percent of the project. Construction is expected to begin late
summer or early fall 2018, Redford said.

Court determines military burn pits caused lung disease in
service members

The thousands of U.S. military personnel and private contractors whose health
was compromised by the dense black smoke of burn pits - and who were then
denied proper treatment - may finally be vindicated by a recent court ruling.

A judge under the U.S. Department of Labor’s Office for Workers’ Compensation
Programs decreed that open-air burn pits -- where thousands of chemicals were
released into the air after trash and other waste were incinerated at American
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military bases in Iraq and Afghanistan -- are connected to lung disease, Fox
News has learned.

The decision marks a victory for the nearly 64,000 active service members and
retirees who have put their names on a burn pit created by the Veterans Admin-
istration, bringing them one step closer to getting adequate medical coverage,
something that has never been guaranteed. Private contractors who were also
exposed to the burn pit toxins also have been denied coverage.

“This case has legitimized the disease,” former contractor Veronica Landry of
Colorado Springs, whose case was a part of the recent ruling, told Fox News.
“There are many people out there who are still not getting the treatment they

need. “This ruling changes that.”

Ludington veteran learns to use donor arms

A northern Michigan veteran is recovering at a Baltimore hospital after receiv-
ing a rare transplant. In 2012, U.S. Army national guard Sergeant Eric Lund
lost both of his arms above the elbow after an IED explosion hit his convoy in
Afghanistan. Countless surgeries, prosthetics and two purple hearts later, Eric
received the call he’s been waiting two years for.

Within hours, he was on a plane and prepping for surgery. Eric’s extensive bi-
lateral surgery took more than twelve hours. He is the second person to receive
a double arm transplant at Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Eric has been working directly with physical therapists at John Hopkins for sev-
eral hours each day. For months Eric will continue therapy working on stretching
and training his muscles and nerves to communicate with one another. Since
the surgery Eric and his mother have been living near the hospital in a handicap
accessible apartment.

David McCallister “Possum”

Retired AF MSgt computer tech.

Norad Cheyenne Mt CO, Misawa AB Japan,
Boerfink MTK Germany,

RAF Croughton England, Tinker AFB OK

Veteran’s Corner Sponsored By:

Fighting for the rights
of POW/MIA, helping to
protect future veterans

and veterans in need

from all wars.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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2 THUMB’S LARGEST MOTORCYCLE BAR 3
m

Rar X Grifl

3592 MAIN ST - AKRON Mi 48701 - 989-691-576I
HAPPY HOUR

MON-FRI Il AM- 6 PM

HUMB MOTORCYCLE CHROME LL
M YOUR MOTOR TRIKE KIT DEALER
Motor Trike IRS Gladiator Kit Conversion

Motor Trike Kits exceed expectations in three key categories
HANDLING / RIDE / TRUNK DESIGN

All accessories installed labor FREE at the time of
Trike Conversion

WEDNESDAY 5-9 P
"BURGER g BEER $5.99

BUCKET BEER
SPECIALS DAILY

LABOR DAY WEEKEND LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Conversion kits for most any make of bike
Install Time ONE WEEK
Special Winter Pricing

1517 E. DECKERVILLE RD / CARO MI 48723
m www.tmctrikesandbikes.com

Chuck Gray 989-673-2750

LS3I4d NOd33d4d 1sdd NOA3ITJdd Ls34d Woa3a3d
FREEDOM FEST -FREEDOM FEST FREEDOM

DON'T END UP IN A CADILLAC OR A LINCOLN...

T o #hox

:Fg'r.r‘i -_-_..EE:_‘

...THE ONLY LAST RIDE.

For use at any funeral home, anywhere, available with 24 hours notice, service year-round.

(734) 783-2646 OR (734) 771-0273

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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The Motorcycle Lawyer on THELAW

It Was the Motorcyclist's Fault! (said the defense attorney)
LITIGATING CONTESTED LIABILITY MOTORCYGLE CRASHES

| have, perhaps, litigated more motorcycle injury and wrongful death accident
cases than any other individual attorney in the state of Michigan. It has been
my experience that defense attorneys will do just about anything to point the
finger at the motorcycle victim, thus escaping or reducing the likelihood of
having to pay fair compensation, if any at all.

One reason behind this is based on a legal doctrine called comparative negli-
gence. If this type of defense is used, a jury would need to assign a percentage
of fault (negligence), as it relates to the drivers involved in the crash. For every
percent of negligence the jury places on the motorcyclist, the corresponding
amount is subtracted from the damages awarded. In other words, the more
they can fault the motorcyclist, the less they are required to pay. Additionally,
here in Michigan, we have what is referred to as the 50% Rule. If the defense
can make the jury believe the motorcyclist is more than 50% at-fault, the biker
loses their case. They would not receive any non-economic damages, mean-
ing restitution, for pain and suffering, scarring, disfigurement or other injuries.

One of the most common crash scenarios occurs at an intersection when the
defendant driver (in a car) turns left, directly in front of a motorcyclist coming
from the opposite direction who has the right-of-way. In Michigan, there is a
statute that states a motorist gives up their right-of-way if they were speeding
at or through an intersection. Perhaps not so surprisingly, there have been a
few occasions in which | believe the defendant driver was coached to state
that it was their perception that the motorcyclist was going over the speed limit.

As one might assume, combining this argument with this statute can wreak
havoc within an intersection case. Following this line, the defense could then
argue comparative negligence and reduce a percentage of the damages.

Biases and Prejudices

Whenever | try a motorcycle case to a jury, | talk to them afterwards to get
their feelings and reasons for deciding the case. Similarly, on any substantial
injury case that | try, we host a focus group where we test these issues with ten
laypeople from the county where the case is being tried. These sessions help
us to learn what evidence a typical juror finds most important, as well as the
reasoning they use in deciding the case. Based on what we have learned so
far, it is apparent folks have strong opinions about motorcyclists, specifically
the types of motorcyclists that are on the road, how motorcyclists drive and
the usage of helmets (or lack thereof). Some people feel that just by riding a
motorcycle, getting injured in a crash “comes with the territory.”

There tends to be a certain bias or prejudice from laypeople, therefore, that
most motorcyclists are simply behind the eight ball from the start. The feed-
back is clear, however, on the topic of helmet use: regardless of the law, lay-
people feel that choosing to not wear a helmet is not a smart thing and would
cause them to assign comparative negligence, if there was any injury involving
the motorcyclist's head.

The Need for Speed?

The defense will typically try almost anything they can to make it seem as
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though the motorcyclist was speeding. | have even heard the ludicrous argu-
ment that, if the motorcyclist was going 5 mph less, the crash would not have
happened, because the motorcyclist would have been a couple hundred yards
away from the intersection. Based on this ridiculous argument, the driver turn-
ing left, directly in front of him, would have already made her turn and been
well out of the way.

It would be like saying, “If the motorcyclist stopped for a cup of coffee, which
took 15 minutes, the crash would not have happened.” The driver making the
left turn had a duty to see what there was to be seen. They miscalculated
oncoming traffic, encroached on the motorcyclist's lane, and failed to yield
the right-of-way. If the negligent car driver had just waited to ensure there was
enough room to make a left turn, the crash would not have happened.

Be Proactive

Start by taking a motorcycle safety class and practice with a riding skills class.
Be sure your driver’s license includes a motorcycle endorsement, always wear
the appropriate safety gear and make your motorcycle conspicuous. | love
when | can point out to the defendant driver that the light configuration on the
front of my client's motorcycle includes two, big, white LED head lamps as well
as two amber running lights, which also serve as turn signals. | ask, “You're
telling us that you did not see all of these lights?”

The people that sit as jurors are just like everyone else, they have biases,
prejudices and opinions. We all do. It's part of what makes us human. Unfortu-
nately, most laypeople’s biases held towards motorcyclists lean more toward
negative. It will be easier for your attorney to argue that you are a safe and
experienced motorcycle rider if you take the initiative and obtain solid riding
experience.

The plaintiff rests.

Attorney Jason A. Waechter is a Michigan attorney F
specializing in the areas of motorcycle and motor
vehicle injury litigation as well as Michigan's Motor
Vehicle No - Fault Law. Mr. Waechter has collected
millions of dollars in settlements, awards and verdicts
for his motorcycle clients over the past 20 years. A
portion of each case settled goes to educational re-
sources for bikers, funds to help bikers while their
cases are being litigated and our motorcycle accident
prevention campaign.

Call Attorney Jason Waechter toll free at 1-877-BIK-
ER LAW.

Or visit

www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com
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INJURED ON A
MOTORCGYGLE IN
MICHIGAN?

THE Motorcycle LawyersM
SPECIALIZES!

- Jason Waechter

B

LITIGATING Mot
ORCYC
INJURY & DEATH CI\SE%E

BY: ATTORNEY JASON A, WAECHTER

* Handling Injury and Wrongful Death Cases
» We also have an Auto, No-Fault & Truck Department

MOTORCYCLE CASE ¢, googo0 =~ T
‘WINS’ ALREADY IN 2017: $1,250,000 ' wgperc

Million-dollar winner,
Attorney Jason Waechter

CALL: 1-877-Biker-Law
(1-877-245-3752)
www. TheMotorcycleLawyer.com

Southfield | Detroit | Flint | Macomb | Grand Rapids | Ann Arbor
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There are two statues in a park; one of a nude man and
one of a nude woman, posed to elegantly cover their
privates.

They had been facing each other across a pathway for a
hundred years, when one day an angel comes down from
the sky and, with a single gesture, brings the two to life.
The angel tells them, ‘As a reward for being so patient
through a hundred blazing summers and dismal winters,
you have been given life for thirty minutes to do what
you've wished to do the most.

He looks at her, she looks at him, and they go running
behind the shrubbery.

The angel waits patiently as the bushes rustle and giggling
ensues.

After fifteen minutes, the two return, out of breath and
laughing.

The angel tells them, ‘Um, you have fifteen minutes left,
would you care to go again?’

He asks her ‘Shall we?’

She eagerly replies, ‘Oh, yes, let’s! But let's change
positions. This time, I'll hold the

pigeon down while you crap on its’ head.'

A biker couple, just married during Bike Week, were in
their honeymoon suite on their wedding night. As they
undressed for bed, the husband, who was a big burly man,
tossed his pants to his hot bride and said, “Here, put these
on.” She put them on, and the waist was twice the size

of her body. “I can’t wear your pants,” she said. “That's
right!!” said the husband, “and don't you forget it. I'm the
man who wears the pants in this family!” With that she
flipped him her panties and said, “Try these on.” He tried

said, “That's absolutely right, and that's the way it's going
to be until you adjust your attitude, big boy.”

a fine restaurant. They were gazing lovingly at each other
and holding hands.
The waitress, taking another order at a table a few steps

away, suddenly noticed the woman slowly sliding down her 3

. Happy Easfer Bikers!

%@K@RS WiLD

: chair, under the table and under the table cloth but the

: man stared straight ahead.

. The waitress watched as the woman slid all the way down
her chair and totally out of sight under the tablecloth. Still,
: the man stared straight ahead.

i The waitress, thinking this behavior a bit risqué and

. worried that it might offend other diners, went over to the
: table and, tactfully, began by saying to the man, “Pardon
me sir, but I think your wife just slid under the table.”

: The man calmly looked up at her and said, “*No she didn't,
. she just walked in.”

A man boards a plane with six kids. After they get settled
. in their seats, a woman sitting across the aisle leans over
: to him and asks, “Are all of those kids yours?” He looks

© bewildered at her and replies, “No. I work for a condom

. company. These are customer complaints.”

. A teacher asks the kids in her 5th grade class: “What do

© you want to be when you grow up?”

Little Johnny says: “I wanna’ start out as a Fighter Pilot,

- then be a billionaire, go to the most expensive clubs,

. find me the finest ho’ money can buy, give her a Ferrari

- worth over a million bucks, an apartment in Copacabana,

© a mansion in Paris, a jet to travel throughout Europe, an
no-limit Visa Platinum, and all the while...banging her like a
. screen door in a hurricane.”

. The teacher, shocked and not knowing what to do with this
: horrible response decides not to acknowledge what he said
and simply continue with the lesson.

: “Alright then, and how about you, Sarah?”

: “I wanna’ be Johnny’s ho".
them on and found he could only get them on as far as his :
kneecaps. He said, “Hell, I can't get into your panties!” She :
: “Well, do you know who the father is?”

. Prostitute looks at the Doc and very exhaustedly replies,
: “Oh, for goodness sake, if you ate a can of beans, would
A man and woman were having a quiet, romantic dinner in

nr

A Doctor asks his patient; whom is a pregnant prostitute,

you know which one made you fart?.”
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CONTACT Toni @ 615-792-0040 OR: thunderroadsfounders@yahoo.com
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in The "itten

by Alyssa Locke

CPL

This month’s adventure took me down
the road of what it takes to get your CPL
(concealed pistol license) certification. It
is always something | have thought of
doing, and | realize the controversy that
goes along with this choice.

| teamed up with three ladies | work with at Serendipity Hair Design in
Belmont, Michigan. One of their fathers-in-law is a certified instructor and
owns River City Concealed Carry in the Grand Rapids area.

To acquire your CPL, you are required to do a day of classroom work and
pass a written test, then spend a couple hours actually shooting. | was
amazed at everything we learned; not just about gun safety and how to
shoot, but there are many laws regarding carrying a gun and personal
protection. Gary Dredge was extremely knowledgeable about every as-
pect of teaching and training us.

Choosing to carry a gun is a responsibility and it is important that you
understand the consequences. Once we were cleared to shoot at the
range, we did a refresher of the classroom teachings, chose the guns
we wanted to shoot, and got to it. He guided us through basic shooting
and defensive shooting skills, called out commands for us to follow and
watched us closely. We portrayed real-life scenarios and what to do when
you only have seconds to decide. The range shooting got us comfortable
with our firearms and defending ourselves in various situations should
they ever arise.

If you are contemplating getting your CPL, or just want to feel more com-
fortable and knowledgeable about firearms and laws, | highly recommend
Gary Dredge at River City Concealed Carry. | am very glad to have com-
pleted the course!

Until the next adventure...ride on, readers!

o~ SERENDIPITY
\_+11 ) HAR

ﬁ/ll({ #E’-I‘-'l’l‘-l‘.-"# ##I-rd"‘l-

n SHDsalon.com 816.784.5550
1259 Post Drive Belmont, M| 49306

GARY DREDGE
RIVER CITY CONCEALED CARRY

USCCA Certified Instructor
NRA Certified Instructor

Basic Pistol
Personal Protection
Michigan Concealed Pistol Classes

Fireflylodge@Yahoo.Com
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What Is In AN

FINAL PART 2
by Stephen R. Phillips

Continued from last month

Circa 1953 Doorway to Old Clubhouse
W/0rig. Bulldog

2018 marks the 70th anniversary of Bulldog So
where in the world did the name come from?
What if the name was derived from a club mem-
ber’s pet Bulldog? I thought it worthwhile to
look up the characteristics of an English Bull-
dog. Many of the animal’s traits mirrored that of
our members, such as: an intimidating appear-
ance in contrast to their gentle nature; affec-
tionate; dependable; known for their courage;
bullheaded; determined; persistent; territorial.
As for our name? There’s a bit more history to
cover first.

larry Phipps pressoting Arlans

Hess with a $500 check for the

Millingten Comsunity Conter.
Circa 2000

Over the years, Bulldog Riders has given back
to not just the motorcycle community, but to the
local community as well. For years, the club do-
nated time and manpower to maintaining one of
the many trail systems in the state of Michigan.
We have also supported local organizations such
as the Boy Scouts, school baseball teams, a local
park, and the Millington parade.

Most recently, we have provided the labor for
the Arbela Township old tire collection drive.
This project was so successful, we have decided
to make this an annual event.

Many other clubs and promoters have a much
larger area of real estate. We feel it is not about
size, but what you do with the size you have that
matters.

Even though our track hovers around one mile
in length (depending on how the track crew sets
it up), it is the most challenging and safe mile
you will ever ride. Several years ago, we took
the double- and triple-jumps out and replaced
them with table tops. This makes it fast, fun, and
safe for all skill levels. The slogan of Bulldog
Riders is “If you can ride fast at Bulldogs, you
can ride fast anywhere.”
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ame’?

Bulldog Riders is known for its challenging
and ever-changing track. The soil is some of
the deepest sand in and around Michigan. The
track is located in the beautiful countryside of
mid-Michigan, which allows for ample beauti-
ful scenery.

Clves Apcll FOO0

The conditions of the track will challenge any
rider at any level, and will keep everyone fo-
cused while concentrating on their riding. The
track will change every lap, and the layout is
always being changed and improved. So be pre-
pared! The crew of Bulldog Riders club mem-
bers prepare the facilities prior to each event to
ensure a positive experience, both on and off the
track.

The Bulldog Riders track will suit riders at all
levels from kids to pros, and everyone in be-
tween. With no doubles on the track, all riders
can go fast while staying safe. Having little sus-
pension, vintage racers enjoy this feature very
much.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

So come to one of Bulldog’s race days if you
are looking to test your skills on a track lay-
out following the natural flow of the land, and
berm-blast some sand at the “Southwick” of
Michigan! During race days, the members dis-
tinguish themselves with bright orange T-shirts.
Be sure to stop one of us and let us know what
you think!

Here are some unsolicited comments that were
posted to our Facebook:

Facebook.com/pg/Bulldog-MC-258019594701/
reviews
after our May 7th 2017 race day.

Darrell Howe - May 8 2017

The only thing they need to do is fix the kids
Track when they race very rough from adults
being on part of it.

Joe Hovorka - May 8,2017

Tough track. Fell down lots, good thing is just
went POOF when I hit the ground.

Craig Biland reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5 star
April 24 -

Love the track—it beats the crap out of me ev-
ery time.

Rps Fabshop reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5 star
June 10, 2015 -

Great weekend of racing. Awesome people.
My wife and I were asked numerous times how
we liked the track and if we were enjoying our
experience here. We also received lots of ac-
colades and encouragement for our son who
was racing for his second time. You could tell
everyone affiliated with the club and track was
sincerely interested in everyone having a good
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time. The new kids’ track was really cool. Great
track and great people. Thank you so much.

Anthony Palazzolo reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5
star

October 24, 2015

One of the best tracks I’ve had to pleasure of
riding. It will challenge all riders, no matter the
skill level.

Joshua Lee Brown reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5
star

March 7

I haven’t rode for a long time; this was always
one of my favorite places to race, way back
when I used to.

Tom Claerhout reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5 star
May 8

Awesome track. They run a smooth race pro-
gram. Nice track prep. No other place in Michi-
gan like it.

Nick Bender reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5 star
October 24,2016

I’m a new rider and this track is tough but keeps
me at a good speed in the sand so I don’t mangle
myself. All in all, this track is amazing

John Cannell reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5 star
April 15,2014

This place is a jewel. One of my favorite tracks
in the Mideast. Rough...Sand...track!! Bad Ass!!

Russ Martin reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5 star
October 22,2015

Great great people, great track, great trophies,
going back

Adam Dietlein reviewed Bulldog M/C — 5 star
December 7,2013
Best Sand Track!!

The earliest records of events this writer could
find were from the 1960s (see photos page).
However, I know from talking to some of our
old-timers, Bulldogs sponsored enduro rides,
trail rides, hill climbs, scrambles and ice races in
the 1950s. How do I know this? My wife is best
friends with Gerald and Lee Faviers’ daughter.

& 4

My wife and I have vacationed with Gerald and
Lee, and he has told me many stories.

Let’s get to the point of this article. Why the
name Bulldog, anyway? Many of the original
members were long-haul truckers and drove a
certain type of semi. As you might have guessed
by now, most of them had Mack trucks. The
logo of the Mack truck, if you don’t know, is
a Bulldog. So, there you have it! That is how
Bulldog Riders Motorcycle Club of Millington
got its name.

Over the years, our club has hosted many pro
riders, such as Mike Hartwick, Dick Robbins,
Brian Swaink, Eddie Warren, Jeff Stanton, Mike
Larocco, Nick Wey, Josh Woods, Broc Tickle,
Jeff Curry, Steve Lamson, Kris, Kip and Kreg
Bigelow (Kreg is a current member). Let’s not
forget locals like Matt and Joey Crown, along
with many more. Also, some dirt trackers, like
Scott Parker, Bryan Smith, and Jared Mees. You
may ask why a flat tracker at a MX track? It is
perfect training.

Bulldog Riders is a club of motorcycle enthu-
siasts who have a passion for the sport. We are
dedicated to each other, the Michigan moto fam-
ily, District 14, AMA, and all of the racers that
come to our events.

Bulldogs is a motorcycle club created for the
simple purpose of enjoying motorcycles and
bringing motorcycle enthusiasts together for a
good time. From the fifties and sixties, Euro and
British single four-stroke thumpers, to the sev-
enties and eighties Japanese ring-a-ding-ding
two-strokes, to the current “brraaaap” bikes,
Bulldogs has stood the test of time and still, to
this day, provides great racing and good family
fun at every event.

We are proud of our past and very confident in
our future.

Stephen R. Phillips
Club Secretary 2018
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[|| THE ALL-NEW, ALL-ADVENTURE 2018 SEA-DOO MODELS

Riding has been redefined. With the most stable platform in the industry, a new cargo system to attach a jerry can or cooler,
modular seating with a huge swim platform and a waterproof Bluetooth? Audio System, the personal watercraft is now your
personal adventure-craft. ESCAPE THE EVERYDAY.

VISIT US TODAY

1690 E. Huron Rd (US-23)
East Tawas, MI 49730
989-362-6933

TawasBayMC.com
Seneao00 ‘@

sea-too.com

TAWAS BAY
| samineE & GYoLE]

GRILL

HOT GIRLZ

COLD BEER

GREAT FOOD

BIKINI STAFF

FREE BIKE WASH
SPECIALS EVERYDAY

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 5 NIGHTS A WEEK
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CRAZY BIKE NIGHTS

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom MI 48393
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Fine Food & Spirits

Daily Food & Drink F

tures

5300 WiHdaghton Lake Dr.
Houghton Lake; IV1l=989.366.4131

EAE SN SISy
L
Sprinklers
SALES - INSTALLATION - SERVICE
FREE ES‘I'IMATES

FESIDEMTIAIN EOMMERETA

989.755. 4136

FLSMICHIGAN.CC}M

SPRING START UPS AND -
WINTERIZATIONS STARTING AT $45.ﬂﬁ

Present this Coupon for

$250.00 Off

new install

(Wl ol milh any oiber promotioes or deooesis === LimA une pe customer

Present this Coupon for

20%0 Off

any service on sprinkler system

P valdd wiik any oiber promutioes or decowsis - - - Limi one per cusiomer)
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There is no doubt winter in Michigan is extremely
beautiful. | love being able to get out and fish when-
ever the temperature rises enough | feel like | won't
endure excruciating pain during my time standing in
the river. But, boy, the feeling | get when April hits
and the weather really starts warming up is indescrib-
able. It's so exciting to see the snow melt and see the
muddy, dreary landscape with all sorts of potential for
growth. Plants and animals alike seem to be popping
out everywhere. Spring is finally here and | am ready
for a new type of adventure.

For both me and Dan O., spring starts the busy
season in our respective careers, so getting time off
tends to be difficult. Spring steelhead season is un-
derway in earnest and the rivers start getting busier.
Spring begins spawning season for steelhead and as
the fish head to shallow gravel to make their beds
and lay their eggs, fisherman of all types rush to get a
chance to catch these beautiful creatures. There are
many different views on spring steelhead fishing, but
personally, | don’t like to catch fish that are protecting
their eggs. So, at this point in the year, | am beyond
excited for trout season. Dan O. has been tying flies
getting ready for the season and, since | have been
trying to learn every aspect of fly-fishing, I'm excited
to try to tie as well.

Have you ever wondered what would happen if
you put two people, who are in a relationship, in an
8x10 room and have the guy “teach” the girl to tie
a fly? Well, me being adventurous (and possibly a
complete nutcase), | decided this would be a lot of
fun. | look through the fly book and find a fly | want
to tie, but apparently, (according to Dan O.) | picked
one we don't have the material for (I probably could
have made it work). So, we pick another fly and get
started. Halfway through tying this abominable crea-
ture, | realize it's looking more like something the dog
puked up than a fly. After a few more attempts and
some extremely frustrated comments, | come up with
something that is supposed to be a woolly bugger but
looks a lot like a gob of feathers to me.

So, there we are tying flies side by side at the same
desk, each with a vise in front of us, and you might
think “how cute, they're so in love.” If you consider
being on the brink of combat and the possible con-
templation of harm to one’s spouse to be “in love”...
we are. To be honest, | sit there thinking that | should
probably put down the scissors before they hurt
someone, while Dan O. is trying to stay patient and
not give in to his urge to throw me out of his tying
room.
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Fortunately, we haven't gotten a divorce yet, though
there have been a few harsh words and the occa-
sional name-calling. This seems to be a losing battle,
but Dan O’s patience is endless and he continues
to let me tie these horrible-looking creatures. I'm not
sure why it's so hard to learn from your significant
other, but | know it is possible; though in my case,
not without some tears and maybe a little bloodshed.
But | am determined to learn to tie a good streamer
if it kills us both.

So, we continue this harrowing experience, night af-
ter night. Neither of us knows if we will make it out
of that room with a couple of awesome new flies, or
just a couple empty hooks and—hopefully—a laugh
or two.

by Mary Ostahowski

Someday [I'll get it right, but for now I'll keep tying
some fantastic messes and trying to fish them, no
matter how horrible they look.
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2018 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

JUNE 1ST

NEW THIS YEAR...
RIDE, DRIVE & WIN!

All vehicles welcome to participate, ride a
bike, drive a vehicle, boat, etc. NO LIMITS.

Starting in the June issue you will find all the details! =~ FEW FACTS
Then all you need to do to get started is

o Winners are randomly picked from each Registration/Ride Stops, Ride Stops
& Event Stops each month.

1. Go to any stop listed on “The Stops” pages with a Ride Card image by it-
they have Ride Cards, where other stops do not. If you already have your
card from a previous year, you DO NOT need to register again. The Ride
Cards DO NOT EXPIRE so hold on to it. The information that you provide ~ ® If you spend $10 or more at any Stop your Ride Card number gets counted
when you sign-up for your FREE Ride Card only goes to me and will NOT twice! Please note: The reason why this contest is FREE to you is because
be used for any other purpose than this con- of our sponsors and stops. So we want to encourage everyone to support

test. You will not have to provide any AR OAD them in return. That is why
other personal information again after *'“Wﬂ" we count your Ride Card

e The more places you check-in the greater your chances are of winning a
prize from that stop, multiple prizes and/or one of our sponsors prizes!

this. You will be handed your FREE Ride number twice if you spend
Card right then. It has a unique number BE GM $10 or more.

on it- take note because that is YOURS B IR h e lleckain etiE
and ONLY YOURS.

each week at each Stop.

2. Once you have your Ride Card go to any or all of the stops listed this month ¢
and show them your card! There are also event stops each month that you
can check in at. Each Stop you hit will write your unique Ride Card number
down. Let them know if you spent over $10 there, because your Ride Card
number will get counted twice!

Riders are able to win multi-
ple prizes - based upon the
drawing of their check-in.

e Some prize drawings are
specific to only check-ins
for the particular month
- while others prizes are
drawn from check-in’s all
summer Ride n’ Win sea-
son long.

3. Then pick up the following months issue to see if your Ride Card number
is listed as a winner. You must check this each month as Thunder Roads
staff WILL NOT CONTACT YOU and let you know you won. [f your Ride
Card number is listed as a winner then follow the simple instructions listed
on the WINNERS page to claim your prize. Please note: You only have 45
days to claim your prize from the 1st the month it is listed in the magazine.

*Make sure to pick-up your copy each month (July- October is-
sues) of Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan to see if your Ride
Card # is listed as a winner from stops you made the previous
month!

2018 MICHIGAN THUNDER RUN RIDE N’ WIN CONTEST

-

*: nmmnn hURY "
“ mrn

CYCLE MAGAZINE

IDE CAED
42 0

It’s really that simple!
4, Get Your Own Unique Michigan Ride Card (It Does Not Expire).

5. Get the list of Stops each month from Thunder Roads Magazine
or the website.

‘.|.|l 1

n»m nt‘.v.HL'-'-"

| T .\Iu
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Seeans

1. And then you could win cool prizes, including COLD HARD CASH!  pipiNG oUT OF STATE? ZIF YOU RIDE TO PENNSYLVANIA, OHIO, IOWA, DELA-
WARE, MARYLAND OR WASHINGTON DC MAKE SURE TO PICK UP A COPY OF

\/5/5’7‘ Ge 7‘ 0”74 g R/D E/ THUNDER ROADS IN EACH STATE AND LOOK FOR A REGISTRATION STOP NEAR
. YOU TO REGISTER FOR THAT STATES RIDE CARD. THEN CHECK-IN AT ANY STOP

LISTED IN THAT STATES ISSUE.YOU COULD WIN PRIZES IN EACH STATE!

6. Ride out to these stops and show them your Ride Card.
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MY ALIB,

2185 S. Meridian Rd - Midland M

N\ 989.835.3573
' POOL ° DARTS * HORSE SHOES ° PATIO

’)BIKE NIGHTe

EVERY NIGHT

live music
EVERY

Friday & Saturday
like us on

SMOTOR?
HARLEY-DAVIDSON

N\

facebook

SPRING IS HERE!!!

STOP IN AND TAKE A TEST RIDE ON THE NEW
2018 HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTORCYCLES"”

APRIL IS HELMET MONTH

15% OFF 1N STOCK REGULAR PRICED HARLEY-DAVIDSON® HELMETS |
(NO OTHER DISCOUNTS APPLY) \

SATURDAY, APRIL 28TH 5:30 PM

ﬁ\,\ SANDY CORLEY MEMORIAL MOOSE PRE-PARTY _
£ FREMONT MOOSE LODGE 1555 /
‘ \;’1 STEAK OR CHICKEN DINNER FOR $I2.00

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
SATURDAY, MAY 19

SANDY’S HARLEY-DAVIDSON® SPRING OPEN HOUSE
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CLASSIC CAR CRUZ

STARTING IN MAY
EVERY FIRST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH

Beer-Wine-Liquor-Smokes-Lottery
Restaurant Serving DAM GOOD FOOD.
Phone 989-961-5270
Visit us on Facebook: The Log Cabin Country Store

Breakfast Served All Day, Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials, Pizza.
Known State-Wide for our Ground Bologna, Meat Loaf, Egg & Chicken Salad Sandwiches.

All Meals Available Dine-in or Take out.

I KITCHEN IS OPEN LATE NIGHT
TRY OUR UNIQUE MENY TEMS

THEOLDHICKORYBAR.COM

7071 BENNETT LAKE RD / FENTON MI 48430
Take the backway in for an AMAZING Ride!
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Fuels E-87, E-90, E-93, Kerosene & Diesel, 110 & 112 in 5 Gallon Cans.
Located in Wisner Township, 6472 M-25, Akron M| 48701

3 Mile East of Quannicasse & 7 Miles West of Unionville

Saturday May 19, 2018
10th Annual Blker Blesslngl

Benefirting the Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation Ride for Kids

ks Registration starts at 10am
¢ srainTumer Blessing at 2pm—Ride at 3pm
‘,,.--.. Foundation  Mearriman Road Baptist Church _
2055 Merriman Rd., Garden City, MI s R
Free food, free bike wash, music, bike show, vendors
Door Prizes and much more ﬂI\
For more info go o www.mirbclaithriders.com

{UNDER ROADS UER ROADS
lfﬂ'”ﬂ".ﬂlf ‘ MITHTIr AN

RIDE CARD

lII'l ] Ill'tl Ir'«»IIII"
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0 believe that it was five
ed the very first Thunder Fun

ght and what a fun night it was and continues
to be! Each and every year it has been a party, to
say the least. We bikers get a little stir-crazy in the
wintertime. Unless you are lucky enough to be able
to escape to a warm climate and ride your scooter
in the winter, you at least need to get together with
some folks that share your same passion. There are
qualities about a biker that typically make us all get
along so great and just want to have some drama-
free fun! Some people attend the event in a four-
person group, some solo, but we all come together
for one night of absolute party-your-ass-off kind of
fun! People can check in early and get the party
started or enjoy the hotel amenities, then we meet in
the lobby to grab some dinner (very important to put
food in the bellies of these wild animals). The party

bus picks us up from the hotel and away we go.

Througho! t, we raffled off prizes and
final big-ticket items are raffled off a

the night back at the hotel. This yea stop
was the good ol Iron Horse Bz

- an de \-.v ore Bar in Fa
e dive bar, and another good riding
ination stop. It’'s only about five miles east of
Bay City and about halfway between Bay City and
the Iron Horse’

MI. If you ha r been to the Iron Al #ome folks are getting a little wilder (and
recommend hopping on your scoot this summer e folks are passing out, lol) but the bus keeps

and riding there. It is a great biker bar in the middle
of nowhere, in a town filled with super-nice people.
They have great food and cold beer! Plus, every
year on Labor Day weekend, they host Freedom
Fest (more details to come in the August 2018
issue). The Iron Horse Bar & Girill will also be a Ride
Stop this summer, so you can check in with your
Ride Card. Many of the other places we went on
Thunder Fun Night will be Ride Stops as well.

Next, we loaded back up, turned up the music,
swung around the “dancing pole” (aka stripper pole)

rolling for those that have not tapped out and called
a taxi back to the Bay Valley Resort. We arrive
at the 702 Bar in Midland with our dancing shoes
on because Steve Armstrong and the 25-Cent
Beer Band are playing! These guys are absolutely
amazing; plus some of you may not know that |
wrote a song called “Ride,” which is on their album.

Our last bar stop for the night was My Alibi Bar &
Grill in Midland. This bar is located next to where |
grew up and my dad had his motorcycle shop, Moe’s
Cycle Shop. It's a fun, laid-back place filled with

good ol’ country folks. All four locations host a Bike Night during
the summer so be sure to check out their ads in the magazine and
stop by.

Thank you to the following sponsors for their generous

prize donations: Dunbar Metal Arts, leuter Insurance, Baker
Transmission, Great Lakes HD, Brisca Builders and to the Bay
Valley Resort for accommodations, Midnight Madness for the party  Thank you to everyone that attended this year and came
busses and our stops: Iron Horse Bar & Girill, Bay Shore Bar, 702 out of hibernation—party on!

Bar, and My Alibi Bar & Grill.




r 19TH ANNUAL
e
N4 | BLESSING OF THE BIKERS

inspirational, original \ h}};&f*iﬁTH, 2018

This book is filled with ‘ J
reflections and insights on -
wisdom, faith and spirituality. ] ¢

Let this book of wisdom find

There is an old phrase that goes something like this: over and out. We've all

you. May lt bn ng you peace heard the phrase, but most of us don't know where it came from. The term
originally comes from our beloved armed forces and is also used in radio
and Cﬂ'mfﬂrt gUide ynur cor?wmurilications, like the CB radio. Hog R?aﬁt:_ﬂll you can eat $5.00
’ , , , Charity Ride for Youth Haven Ranch
£ So many people today are too easily offended by just about everything.
SEHTChIng hEH.I't ﬂl'ld These are the ones that have taken this phrase way too far, and way out of Ride in Bike Show registered by 12:00
. p g context from its original meaning. Some say over and out when they don’t get 50/50 and Prizes to be given away
Slmp]}" tDI_ICh }I’UUT ]]fﬂ Hnd f]“ what they want out of a relationship, a marriage, or even membership in an '
£ 8. organization—like church, a motorcycle club or a civic association. NDO PETS PLEASE
}'ﬂ'l—l I 5]31 I'l t- People, we need to learn to persevere. We need to toughen up and honor
" our commitments instead of just throwing in the towel and giving up so quick- .
Avallable NGW fﬂ'r Oﬂl}’ $25 ly. James 1:4 says “But endurance (perseverance) must do its complete CHURCH OF THE L"ﬁi "F;H ﬁ:VHIIDG::
work, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.” If we 98 9"_ §34.5950

don’t persevere through the hard times, we will never achieve a level of matu-
rity and success that only come from and through those hard times. WW W . . COTLW. . ORG

When | was young, my mom used to have a couple encouraging statements

that she would say to help me to dig deep, work hard, and finish the job.

C 5( D) I HF I h LY N PIRI] These sayings went something like “pull yourself up by the bootstraps” and

\ R(CI | AN 'lj | I'\'ll ICHAEI ‘»\ ‘keep your nose to the grindstone.” What she was encouraging me to do

s was to stay focused, keep working hard, and to not give up, no matter the

struggle that | might have been facing or the frustration other people may
have caused.

PROVERBS BOOKS |1 THRU S

FWk Mickhasl frim Y e

My encouragement to you today is this: the relationship might seem like
it's on the rocks right now. But, don’t give up—love one another and com-
municate. Don't give up so quickly. Things at work, at church, or in the club
might seem like they're going the wrong way. Stick it out, and be a part of the
solution, not part of the problem.

Quitting never accomplished anything. What tends to happen when we give
up too quickly is greater offense—and then out of the offenses and hurt feel-
ings come slanderous comments that are made about the people, places and
things that we've quit on.

Remember, there are two sides to every situation and then there is the truth.
Stay involved, stay engaged and be a solution...not part of the problem

1101 08" Jassalg }ay

Much love and respect,

Apostle Brian “BMAN” McKay

Senior Pastor, National President & Founder

Victory Biker Church International & Sons of Victory MC/M
apostlebman@victorybikerchurch.org
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HISTORY OF FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE

PART Ill OF A SERIES

Technical Differences

With their modestly increased ground clearance, off-road tires, simple rigid-axle
suspension, and family car power output levels, the first crop of off-road sedans
used the advantage of four-wheel drive to enable them to stray from the paved
road when necessary. But there was a fundamental difference with the Quattro,
which used its sophisticated suspension and tires, low ground clearance and high-
powered engines to keep them on the road under hard driving.

Nearly all the early 4WD sedans used a four-wheel-drive system that was only
used when it was required. This “in or out” system was the simplest and the
cheapest, but it limited the occasions on which four-wheel drive could be used be-
cause of the absence of a central differential. The center differential—or the disen-
gagement of the four-wheel drive system—was needed for road use because the
front and rear wheels of any vehicle describe different arcs while cornering and
must therefore rotate at different speeds. The “in and out” system was therefore of
less interest for high-performance road cars of the 1980s.

The problem of the speed difference between the two axles led to some unusual
solutions among the many proposed, including the use of four-wheel steering.
This gave the two axles a similar cornering radius and had been used most of-
ten on commercial vehicles, starting with the FWD wagon of 1904. In Porsche’s
experimental 911 Turbo 4x4, another method was chosen: the drive shaft to the
front wheels incorporated a free-wheel mechanism, allowing the front wheels to
rotate at a higher speed than those at the rear during cornering. However, when
this happened, they were not transmitting the engine’s torque.

Audi chose to use permanent four-wheel drive, with a central differential and a
rear differential that could be locked by the driver at will. Locking the center differ-
ential is recommended on slippery surfaces, and in order to extract the maximum
from the car on difficult terrain, the rear axle could also be locked. This action had
its effect on the car’s handling, however, causing understeer characteristics that
were almost impossible to overcome in the case of an error by the driver. In the
case of the competition model, Michele Mouton and her colleagues had to resort
to a fair degree of acrobatic agility to get the car sideways when it was necessary.
It is for this reason that Audi tried a limited-slip rear differential instead of the
manually operated 100-percent lock-up device.

In Search of the Ultimate - The Peugeot 205 Turbo 16

The majority of early 4WD cars, including the Quattro, used a 50/50 split, which
was about right when you consider the weight transfer that takes place during
heavy acceleration. The Lancia Delta Turbo 4x4 had a 58-percent front and
42-percent rear torque split, which reflected the vehicle’s weight distribution. A
purist, however, would probably prefer 40 percent of the torque to the front, in
order to avoid overloading the steering wheels, and 60 percent to the rear, where
weight is transferred during acceleration. To balance this split, he would mount the
engine in a center/rear position to give the right weight distribution. The result of
his work would be the Peugeot 205 Turbo 16.
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Continued from last month

Of course, Peugeot sacrificed all to efficiency, with no concessions to passenger
space or economy in construction or operation. The 205 Turbo 16 was a two-
seater, built purely and simply to win rallies, while Audi was using rallies to prove
the efficiency of a system that was applicable to its entire range. In order to ho-
mologate the 205 Turbo 16 for international competition, Peugeot had to build at
least 200 of the 200-horsepower bolides. The Peugeot's engine was mounted
transversely, ahead of the rear axle, and the torque split could be varied from
25/75 to 45/ 55 by changing the pinions in an epicyclic differential.

This worked in the same fashion as a normal differential, but all its pinions re-
volved in the same plane. Engine torque was transmitted to the planetary gear
carrier, and the planet gears engaged on a central sun gear and an internally-
toothed crownwheel. The difference in torque output was dependent upon the
difference in diameter between the central sun gear and the crownwheel. The
differential was developed for Peugeot by FF Developments Ltd, formerly Harry
Ferguson Research.

The Inconveniences of Four-Wheel Drive

The increased weight of a 4x4 system inflicts a penalty in terms of fuel economy.
On the highway, where the influence of the extra weight is less noticeable, thanks
to the reduced need for acceleration and deceleration, a four-wheel-drive car can
show a marginal improvement in consumption unless it is driven at maximum
speed. The reason for the improvement is that driven wheels exert a lower roll-
ing resistance than those which are being pulled or pushed. At maximum speed,
however, the mechanical losses inherent in the more complicated drive-line make
themselves felt in terms of fuel consumption.

The disengagement of one set of driving wheels, a standard feature of most of the
off-road sedans of the 1980s, gave little to no savings in fuel because the weight
still had to be moved and the disconnected differential and drive shafts still con-
tinued to turn, being driven by the cars forward motion rather than directly by the
engine. To counter this latter problem, early off-road designs usually incorporated
a freewheel mechanism in the front hubs that worked when the drive was discon-
nected; but the weight, however, was still present.

Things changed rapidly over the next twenty years, and one manufacturer was to
claim the high ground in 4WD technology, applying this to all models in their lineup
(albeit re-branding it as All-Wheel Drive). Performance manufacturers soon real-
ized the benefits of being able to put the power down on the road outweighed the
weight penalty. Of course, the large true off-road vehicle evolved into an entirely
different beast, the vast majority never venturing outside the city, and mainly spot-
ted picking up the kids from school.
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Family-Friendly + Homemade Food ° Soups Are Available Daily

| FREE Onion Ring with a °15 Dollar Purchase.

| 6937 Main Street ¢ Caseville, Ml
- 989-856-8899
L I N I N S S S S -

5 Your One Stop SHOP!
Ny ] E-

A

.LEa rher lnc.
{.US"II}M EMBHOH]LHY
‘American Made Leather . Appam]
5..1:1:".'- Bags - Helmets

ARlterations & Hepa:rs

f! Follow us on Facebook M

734-606-5663 .ng:.;’;.:.-';:.'.:;,:.'.'nd'?:;uL:::'.;:;sn..,

0" Sﬂe Tues-Sat 10-6

Closed Sun-Mon

TIISTED ILLusIonS LIGHTING

e
¥

MOTORCYCLES, GOLF CARTS & MORE

BILL PﬂlmEﬂu (989)280-1439

'MNED & OPERATED

‘ T|me 0ut Tallers' N

"°YAGER 626-347-1392 T'HE

ouTt
TRAILERS, INC.
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Inspiration
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Let us, then, be up and doing, with a heart for any fate; still

~ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Let us never negotiate out of fear. But let us never fear to

negotiate. ~ John F. Kennedy

Drreams are true while they last, and do we not live in dreams?

(
achieving, still pursuing, Learn to labor and to wait ¢
~ Alfred, Lord Tennyson %

The test and the use of man’s education is that he finds

pleasure in the exercise of his mind. ~ Jacques Barzun
Only the educated are free. ~ Epictetus

In things pertaining to enthusiasm, no man is sane who does
not know how to be insane on proper occasions.

~ Henry Ward Beecher

Facts about Giraffes

neck.

Giraffe age can be calculated from its spots. The darker the
spots, the older the giraffe.

A giraffe’s tongue is so long that it uses it to clean its ears. The
color of the tongue is black. This is one of the weird animal

facts about the giraffe.

They rarely lay down; they even sleep and give birth standing
up.

Giraffes and humans have the same number of bones in their g
)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

. i : !
Glraffes are the only animals born with horns. )
)

)

)

)
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ACs Classic Cycle Works

PARTS / ACCESSORIES
SALES & SERVICE
RESTORATIONS / CUSTOMIZATION

See us for all your Performance & Service needs
ACCEPTING VISA & M/C / GIFT CERTS AVAILABLE

GET READY FOR THE UPCOMING RIDING SEASON IN STYLE.

Check Out This Beautiful Low Mileage Bike

A 2003 100th Anniversary FAT BOY
With Fuel Injection
ONLY 6800 MILES
Recent Maintenance Performed & Ready To Ride

ONLY $7995

Custom Engine Builds
Call Today or Stop In!

HOURS
MON-FRI 9-5 / SAT 10-3 / SUN CLOSED

1960 W. WEST MAPLE RD / COMMERCE TWP. MI / 248-697-6163
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‘TEAM LAYLA’

BONE MARROW DRIVE AND SUPPORT

APRIL:14th, 2018
Saturday 4pm - 12am

DIAMONDBACKS mc

7037 Windsor Hwy:., Potterville, MI 48876
(CORNER OF WINDSOR AND LANSING RD.)

$7 DoNATION / $12 CouPLES
(CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE UNTIL 9 PM)

o CHILDREN'S, CHINESE AUCTION
LivE AUCTION - ® . SILENT AUCTION. /
Apurt CHINESE AUCTION
RAFrLEs ‘o 50/50 o DooR Prizes
Taco [ Loapep Poraro BAR

LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT

FROM 9PM TO MIDNIGHT
(ADULTS ONLY)

Layla is a beautiful 12 year old from Charlotte, Ml, in desperate need of a bone marrow transplant to cure
Aplastic Anemia. Layla was diagnosed at the age of 5 yrs in 2011. Layla’s out of state doctors, treatment,
and medical expenses have created hardship on the family. Layla has weekly platelet infusions until a
match is found. Recently it has become very critical Layla finds a match.

Please contact Flower or Copper for donations or questions about the event.
Flower (517) 230-2180 ¢ Copper (517) 348-8302

! Join the fun at

* PRIZE RAFFLESK
*50/50&
ALL DONATIONS]
BENEFITTIN
SHRINERS N
HosPITALS FOR
CHILDREN

10" Annual

Jb 3’ ’

Scooters Bar & Grill * 6004 Torrey Rd Fllnt M1 48507 » 810-655-6884
Details @ www.facebook.com/sirensmotarcycleclubmichiganevents
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Hey folks, are you tired of the winter blues? I'm sure most of you are ready for the warmer weather so you can
turn the page on winter. Well, here are a few ideas to get you started on some spring preparations.

Shed Hunting- With the snow levels dropping or
even gone in some areas, it's a good time to hit the
woods and find a few whitetail-shed antlers.

Here some tips to getting started. There are many
variables on when you should start shed hunting.
Weather, drop in testosterone, health of deer and
nutrition are the main reasons that cause a deer to
drop their antlers.

Extreme cold or snow can put a lot of stress on bucks
and when that happens, it can slow down the animals
and make them drop their antlers quicker.

Once the rutis over, testosterone levels in bucks start
to decline. Testosterone levels decline and cells that
are called osteoclasts (located at the base of each
antler) absorb calcium, which creates pits that sepa-
rate the antler from the pedicle.

In an ideal situation, with a healthy deer, available
nutrition, and great weather, deer would shed their
antlers at nearly the same time each year. However,
this is never the case. If a deer is injured, the process
is sped up because energy is diverted to other parts
of the body instead of the antlers.

Fishing Gear- The warm fishing season is over, and
you put up your rods and reels, tackle boxes and oth-
er gear you may use. Did you prep your gear for stor-
age? Hopefully you did. Let's assume here now that
you just put your gear in the garage, storage shed or
basement. First priority is your rod and reels. Inspect
your rods for abrasions, scratches or cracks. Then
check your reel seat; does it tighten and loosen with
ease. Check all your eyes to make sure the ferrules
are still intact and not split.

Take your reels and check them for proper operation.
Do they wind freely? Is there a gritty sound when you
do? If they have any issues, you may have to open
them up, and clean and re-lube them. Throw away
your old line and get new. Old line will dry out and
lose its flexibility. If your spools come off after winding
new lineg, soak the spools with line in lukewarm water.
This helps moisten the line and take the kinks out that
always come with new line.

Lures must be checked for rusty hooks and cracks. |
like to replace old treble hooks with new and sharpen
all others. Empty and clean out your box and reorga-
nize it. | see too many guys fighting with their tackle
early season every year.

Boats have their own issues to deal with and would
take a whole article by themselves, so we won't go
into them now.

o Bo =
70 FI8NT OFF TUE WITTED BLDES .- <5

Morel Mushroom Huntmg Morel mushroom hunt-
ing is a fickle venture, but very rewarding if you get
into a few good spots. They make the wild game you
harvest taste even better when cooked properly.

They are the American mushroom as they are wide-
spread and plentiful, easy to identify, and they come
up in the spring, giving people a reason to get out
and enjoy warm weather after a long winter. Morels
live on the edge of forest areas around ash, aspen,
elm, and oak trees. Early in the spring as the ground
is warming, you'll find them on south-facing slopes
in fairly open areas. As the season progresses, go
deeper into the woods and onto north-facing slopes.

=%

ad % I L -
WeII dramed sandy soils around creek bottoms

make good hunting spots. You'll find the first mo-
rels of the year when daytime highs reach the 60s
and lows stay above 40 degrees. Morels often grow
around dead and dying trees. Old apple orchards are
good grounds to check. When a tree reaches the
stage of decay where the bark is slipping off its trunk,
you'll often find lots of morels around it.

In early season, the morels are small; as the season
progresses, they get bigger and easier to spot.

If you doubt how good they are, try them. They garner
up to $20 a pound in some locations

Get out there and fight off the winter blues!



BIKINI STAFF

FREE BIKE WASH
SPECIALS EVERYDAY

LIVE

ENTERTAINMENT ~ ° COLD BEER
5 NIGHTS A WEEK GREAT FOOD

HOT GIRLZ

Monday 11am - 2am ¢ Tuesday - Sunday 9am - 2am

CRAZY BIKE NIGHTS

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom MI 48393
(248)449-9667 » www.stingersbarwixom.com

SR NI E R S 16T
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mon-fri

6am - 5pm

sat & sun

by appointment

OIL CITY SALES _
9543 W. i1sahella Rd
Mt. Pleasant Ml 48858

CHECK OUT OUR DEALS ON

NEW & USED

HARLEY-DAVIDSON® PARTS cash onuy
FOR EVOS, TWIN CAMSOR . NOcARDs
SPORTSTER MODELS! ' '
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April things you will want to do before the riding season begins.

» Checking with your insurance agent to make sure your coverage is what you need, and to be covered when
you are on your machine and carrying a passenger.

» Knowing the law regarding wearing a helmet or not.

» Making sure you're licensed with an endorsement, or risk having your machine towed in case you are stopped
for a traffic violation.

» Going over your motorcycle and checking everything to make sure nothing is worn out so you can get it at-
tended to before the riding season starts!

» Doing all you can to make your community aware of motorcycles. Get out yard signs and billboards at every
imaginable spot you can think of to help make the general public aware of motorcycles. Go to your townships
and city councils, and ask them to declare May as Motorcycle Awareness Month.

» To all those special Awareness Coordinators who are out there teaching classes to driver-education students,
you will be making a difference in your communities by getting to the younger generation drivers. Remind
them to pay better attention while driving and “Looking Twice To Save A Life—Motorcycles Are Everywhere”.

» Safety is the key for everyone who rides. From taking a safety course to getting your endorsement, you will
learn so much about motorcycles that you didn’t realize. You can learn about handling, swerving and caution-
ary measures you can use to navigate on today’s busy roads. Get in touch with Vince (ABATE President). He
can help you out.

» Make sure you are up to date with your membership. Accidents do happen and you want to be eligible for
your benefit from ABATE.

» Are you aware of what to do in case of an accident or fatality? Who are the accident scene management
members and who should you contact? Please keep all the information in your machine so you can make the
right decision when you need to.

Awareness has a special place in my heart and | want everyone to ride and be safe and to come home from a ride
because | did all | could to improve motorcycle awareness to the general public. Enjoy the thrill and excitement

of riding and all the good times you can have by being respectful and responsible. Try and participate in as many
events as you can, along with your brothers and sisters in ABATE. You won'’t be disappointed!

Upcoming ABATE events:
April 7th Region 15: Bowling for Motorcyclists Rights - Tony 313-613-4703
April 8th Region 11: 22nd Annual Bowling for Dollars - Tiny 586-306-7146
May 5th Region 5: Spring Bash & Membership Drive - Ron 231-375-9553
May 5th Region 10: Membership Drive - Kim 989-750-8172

May the road rise to meet you and the wind always be at your back,

Hot Rod
State Awareness Director

%4&

TO BECOME A MEMBER & SHOW YOUR SUPPORT... P4 s of ¥

ABATE
ABATE of Michigan online membership. State Awareness Director
Visit our State website then click on: Membership / Join www.abateofmichigan.org :'1"; ';:: g)‘;astm

Www. 7.'HUNDERROADSMICHIGAN. coM WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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Every Sunday

I Half-pound Burger, Fries & Domestic Draft

Try Our Delicious BBQ

I Every Friday - Sunday
-Smoked Ribs

I * Prime Rib - Brisket

Friday Fish Fry!

119 Warren St., Bancroft, Michigan 48414
989-634-5455

HOLIDAY CAMP
BENEFIT MOTORCYCLE RIDE

sal“ rd av’ M av 19 D> Registration begins at 10 am.

Ride leaves promptly from Cahbela’s at 12:30 p.m.
Begins @ Gahela’'s

110 Cabela Boulevard - Dundee, Michigan 4711 Dewey Rd. Newport, Michigan

Each bike registration includes 1 raffle ticket!

Holiday Camp is a special summer place where
youngsters with disabilities can enjoy nature and the
outdoors plus be part of a team in an environment of

support and fun right in Monroe County!
» Free Continental Breakfast
» Blessing of the Bikes at noon
» Police Escorted 50-70-Mile Ride
» Delicious Meal at the Conclusion of the Ride!  S0l0 Rider

» Can’t ride? Join us at the The Point Pub & Grub 325
for dinner ($10 per person)

Passenger

10
DOOR PRIZES ! .
FUN FOR ALL! (e 5 solo Rider
RAFFLES AND Fis gt DISCOUNT
CASH PRIZES e | e to the FIRST
50 Bikes
Registered!

PRE-REGISTRATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 11th

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION PACKET

Ends @ The Point Pub & Grub

READERS RIDES

Fred Speer

Hi, My name is Fred Speer, and | live in Birch Run, Michigan. Some of
you might know me as “Goat Man”.

This is my 2001 Harley-Davidson Road King. I've owned it since 2001,
It has an 117 cubic-inch motor, S & S kit, 590 Twin Cam Roller Rocker,
2 into 1 Fat Cat Exhaust, custom wheels, six-speed transmission, and
more.

| bought a lot of parts from Bubba'’s Tri-city Cycles of Linwood. The
alligator seat was done by Jay Backer at Superior Interiors. The paint
was done by Bob Ramsey of Millington.

\

|

|

|

|

|

|

Bike Day sI 0‘
hecial 1!
|

|

|

|

|

Hours: M-Sat 11am- 2am i facebook
I Sun Noon- 10pm Event sponsored by '
IS I IS SIS I-AVI DOGS of Monroe S

38 APRIL 2018 THUNDER ROADS MAGAZINE MICHIGAN WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM




TRMI EVENTS |

CALENDA

Don'’t forget to email your events to editor@thunderroadsmichigan.com
Bike Nights are listed in their ads.
Bold events indicate Advertiser/Supporter of Thunder Roads MI-please patronize our advertisers.

APRIL

April 1
Easter & April Fools Day

April 6
Traverse City Boat Show, GT
County Civic Center

April 10
Banff Mountain Film Festival,
Traverse City

April 11-15
Freep Film Festival, Detroit

April 12
Banff Mountain Film Festival,
Grand Rapids

April 13-14
Banff Mountain Film Festival,
Midland

April 14
The Color Run, Kalamazoo

April 14

Team Layla

Diamondbacks MC, Potter-

ville, MI. Bone marrow drive

& support, 4 pm- Midnight, $7
donation, $12 couple, kids under
12 free, raffles, 50/50, prizes &
more! 9 pm- midnight is adults
only. For more info call Flower
517-230-2180 (See ad this issue).

April 15

38th Annual Motorcycle Swap
Meet

Delta Plex Arena, Grand Rapids,
MI. Bikes, parts, leather, food,
beer & more. For more info call
800-800-6034

April 15
Banff Mountain Film Festival, Ann
Arbor

April 17
Tax Day

April 20 - 21
Northern Michigan Outdoor Expo
Otsego County Sportsplex, Gaylord

April 21

10th Annual D-Frost Run & Party
for Benefiting Blind Children
UAW Local 387 Hall, Flat Rock,
MI. Regis 10 am, last bike in 5
pm, $20 incl ride, patch, prizes,
dinner & party. $10 incl dinner &
after ride party, $5 incl after ride
party only. Bike Raffle Give-
away, other big prizes. For more
info go to penrickton.com

April 21
Your Comic Con, Ypsilanti

April 22

Birch Run Swap Meet

Birch Run Expo Center, Birch
Run, MI. 10 am- 4 pm. $8 pp, lots
of vendors, for more info or to
book your vendor spot call 989-
893-5187 (See ad this issue).

April 27
Detroit Gin & Vodka Festival,
Detroit

April 28

Win a Bike!

Tecumseh HD, Tecumseh, MIl. 11
am - 2pm, food, fun, chance to
win a brand new H-D 2018 Street
750. Pulled pork, chips, drinks,
dessert, regis 11 am, winner
drawn at 2 pm, must be present
to win. For more info call 517-
423-3333 (See inside back page
for more info).

April 28

Sandy Corley Memorial Moose
Pre-Party

Fremont Moose Lodge 1555,
Fremont, MIl. Steak or chicken
dinner $12. For more info call
231-924-3020 (See ad this issue).

April 28

Last Call: The 100th Anniversary of
Prohibition in Detroit

Detroit City Distillery, 2462 Rio-
pelle, Detroit. 8 pm-1am. $15 pp,
to get tickets or for more info call
313-338-3760

April 29

Lakeshore Blessing of the Bikes
Ottawa County Fairgrounds,
Holland, MI. Gates open 10 am,
blessing 3 pm, $5 donation bike or
car, door prizes, live music, bike
contest, food, vendors. For more
info go to www.blessingofthebikes.
com

April 29

2018 8th Annual Veteran’s Benefit
91 Douglas Ave, Holland, MI. Rain
or Shine, 1 pm- 8 pm, 3 bands,
music starts at 1 pm.

MAY

May 5

Thunder Across the Thumb
Tuscola Area Airport, Spiers Rd,
line up at 10:30 am, ride leaves
11:30 am, to honor military men

& women, ends at Sandusky
airport, police escorted, all vehicles
welcome. For more info call Bill
989-823-2554
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May 6

The Itchin Run - Photo Scavenger Hunt
AM Leather, 18957 Middlebelt rd, Romu-
lus, MI. $20 per vehicle, $10 passenger,
Regis 10- noon, end 2- 3 pm Penrickton
center for blind children, prizes, raffles,
music, $5 donation, bring camera, all
vehicles welcome. For more info call
Joey 734-550-6485 (see ad this issue).

May 6

19th Annual Blessing of the Bikers
Church of the Living Word, Ovid, MI.
Hog Roast all you can eat $5, charity
ride, ride in bike show register by noon,
50/50, prizes. For more info 989-834-
5950 (See ad this issue).

May 6

Rally at Battle Alley

Downtown Holly, MI. vendors, lo-

cal food, blessing, bike show, door
prizes, 50/50. For more info go to
theriverchurch.cc

May 13

38th Annual Mother’s Day Swap
Meet & Bike Show

Midland County Fairgrounds, Mid-
land, MI. $5, under 12 free, 10 am-
4 pm, ride in bike show 10-3, regis
10-1. For more info or to book your
spot call 989-697-5525

May 19

10th Annual Biker Blessing

Merriman Road Baptist Church, Garden
City, MI. Regis 10 am, blessing 2 pm,
ride 3 pm, free food, bike wash, music,
bike show, vendors, door prizes and
EARLY BIRD RIDE CARD sign-up &
check-in for prize giveaway at event.
For more info go to mrhcfaithriders.com
(See ad this issue)

May 19

14th Annual Holiday Camp Benefit
Motorcycle Ride

Cabela’s, Dundee, MI. Regis 10 am,
ride leaves 12:30, ends at The Point
Pub & Grub, $25 solo, $10 passenger,
door prizes, raffles & more. For more
info call John 734-637-0294 (See ad this
issue).

May 19

Spring Open House

Sandy’s H-D, Fremont, MI. Details to
come. For more info call 231-924-3020
(See ad this issue).

May 19

WACU Motorcycle Charity Ride &
Bike Blessing

Old St. Patrick Church, Ann Arbor,
MI. $10 min for drivers /passen-
gers. 9:30 am, rain or shine, raffle
prizes. For more info call Steve
734-660-7172

May 20

10th Annual Blessing of the Bikes
Agape Apostolic Church, Milan,
MI. Rain or shine, gates open 1
pm, event 1 pm- 4 pm, bike show,
sermon 3:30, blessing 4 pm, food,
door prizes & more. For more info
call 1-877-8-IGAPE-*

May 20

Blessing of the Bikes & Muscle
Cars

Faith Christian, 25201 W. Outer Dr,
Melvindale, MI. Noon- 5pm, spe-
cial speaker Steve Upshur, prizes,
vendors, giveaways.

May 26-27

Bubba’s 18th Annual Memorial
Weekend Classic

Bubba'’s Tri-City Cycle’s, Linwood,
MI. For more info call 989-697-
5525

May 31-June 2

Bad Axe Bike Event

Huron County Fairgrounds, live
music, vendors, camping, bike
show, biker games & more. For
more info call 989-550-4570 (See
ad this issue).

JUNE

June 2

Toni n’ Trish House Memorial Ride
Bubba'’s Tri-City Cycle, Linwood,
MI 10 am line up, leaves at noon,
ends at Willew for dinner, bands.
For more info call 989-697-5525

June 3

Blessed in Hell

Hell Creek Ranch, Hell, MI. Blessings,
ride in bike show, vendors, live music,
$10 per bike, gates open 10:30 am. For
more info go to hellcreekranch.com
(See ad this issue).

EVENT LISTINGS ARE FREE!!!

Increase your attendance by posting your
event in Thunder Roads Magazine of Michigan.

All Advertised Events in our Magazine will
have their event Posted on the Pull-Out
Calendar (specific issues) and your Event will
be Highlighted in the Thunder Roads Events
Calendar of the Magazine.

(Call about our Special Discounts for
Ads for Charity Based Events)

To get your event listed in Thunder Roads
Magazine and on our web site, send the
information to:
Editor@ThunderRoadsMichigan.com
Event information must be received prior to the
10th of the month preceding the event month to be
posted in the magazine.

Remember to call ahead before planning to attend
any event as the information/dates may change.
Thunder Roads is NOT responsible for emors or omissions.

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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ND MAY 25- !0 2018
YEB

MOTORCYCLE BLESSING:
SUNDAY MAY 27th 1pm

Vendors:

Bowersock Pinstriping

Hills Performance Choppers
Lions Club, CMA

LOCATION: HUDSON LEATHER OUTLET

ON HWY 15 PIONEER, OH

1 MILE N oF EXIT 13 OH TURNPIKE 80-90
WEST OoF ToLEDO, NORTH oF FT WAYNE

- Ilu—;:—F—i'l-‘I:

10% off Purchases May 25-28th, 2018

Bring this Coupon with you
Not Valid with any other offer

EXCLUDES CLOSEOUTS PATCHES & SEWING

EVENT HOURS' s
QAM-TPM FRULSAT, SUNT
QamM-5PM MoON

__

x$nu Mau mn Hot “N : Nastu
Mon Man 2Bth Rebel Eoots

Camp Grounds:
Funny Farm 419 737-2467
Lazy River 419-485-4411 (1 mile)

Motels 1 mile South of Rally
Quality Inn - 419-485-5555
Holiday Inn 419 485-0008

HudsonLeathercom
419-485-8531
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No, this isn’t an advertisement for daylight
savings time. This month in the shop we're
going to go through the procedures | use
and recommend for getting the bikes out of
storage and ready for the upcoming riding
season. These are the procedures | use on
our own personal bikes.

The first thing | do is remove the battery
maintainer and check the motor oil and
visually look the bike over for any obvi-
ous issues or problems. If all appears well,
| like to start the bikes and allow them to
get completely warm; if the weather allows,
| prefer to ride the bikes for a few miles to
allow the transmission and primary to get
up to normal operating temperature. While
completely warm, | drain the oil from all
three cases. When draining oil, remove ei-
ther the dip stick (transmission and crank
case) or the derby cover (primary) before
removing the drain plug. This allows oil to
drain completely from the case. Once the
oil is drained down for the most part, re-
move the oil filter. Don’t be afraid to give it
ample time to drain—oil moves slowly. This
will help remove any condensation that may
have formed during storage.

While the oil is draining, it's a good time to
service the air filter. If you have a reusable
filter, follow manufacturer’s instructions for
proper cleaning and/or oiling. If it's not a
reusable filter, now is a time to determine
if it needs to be cleaned or replaced. With

the air filter off, we can inspect the throttle
cables, fuel hoses/fuel injector wiring, etc.
for any cracks, splits, dry rot, and rodent
damage.

Next, we can go to the primary side and
adjust the clutch hub and cable. While the
clutch cable is loose, | disconnect the cable
from the clutch lever and lubricate the ca-
ble. They have a specialty tool just for this
procedure that works very well. Depending
on the year and model of the motorcycle,
we need to check the tension on the prima-
ry chain and adjust if necessary. With the
primary chain, and clutch hub and cable ad-
justed properly, we can reinstall the primary
drain plug, inspection cover, and refill with
the proper amount of oil (refer to manufac-
ture specs) and reinstall the derby cover.

Then we can replace the drain plug in the
transmission and crank case, and refill.

Now | start from the bottom and check any-
thing and everything | can think of. Look
things over closely; check the tires for tread
depth, uneven or excessive wear, check the
side walls closely for any signs of exces-
sive cracking or splitting. Looks rims over
closely; pot holes have a way of taking their
toll. If you have spoked rims, check for bent,
broken or missing spokes. With magnesium
or chrome rims, check for damage corro-
sion or peeling/flaking chrome, especially
around the sealing area. If all looks good,
make sure tire pressure is correct. Now is
a good time to check brake pads, front and
rear. | like to lift the wheel off the ground
and spin the tire and operate the respective
front or rear brake; listen for any metal-on-
metal sounds, squeaking, etc. And make
sure the brake releases properly. Disc
brake calipers have a tendency to get sticky
during storage.

BY Ron Johnson

As part of my normal maintenance sched-
ule, | change brake fluid every other year.
Brake fluid, by its very nature, absorbs
moisture. When new, brake fluid is clear—
the more moisture it absorbs, the darker it
gets, which is why it needs to be changed
on a semiannual basis.

Next on the list are the front forks. Check
seals for leaks, tears, etc. Check the steer-
ing head bearings for excessive play or
binding; with front wheel off the ground, turn
the handlebars from full right to full left. As
with brake fluid, | change my fork oil at least
every other year.

Next, | like to check the rear shocks for
leaks, worn bushings and proper air pres-
sure (if they are air shocks.) Now we can
check the drive belt and pulleys for miss-
ing or damaged teeth and splits, cracks, or
signs of dry rot on the belt. We also need to
check the drive belt for proper tension and
alignment and adjust as necessary. Check
all lights, turn signals, emergency flashers,
brake lights, headlight, tail light. Check to
be sure the brake light functions properly
with either the front and/or rear brake indi-
vidually.

Check the horn. Make sure the throttle op-
erates smoothly and returns to idle properly.
With all drain plugs and oil filter reinstalled
and all cases filled with proper amount of
oil, start the motorcycle and check for prop-
er oil pressure and any leaks. Check bat-
tery cables for tightness and corrosion.

The only thing left to do at this point (unless
| forgot something) is to detail the bike and
that will be a subject for a future article.

As always,

RIDE SAFE RIDE OFTEN
WE SHARE YOUR PASSION
Ron

SERYICE / UPGRADES
CUSTON BODYWORK
PAINTING

FABRICATION
DETAILING

By Appointment Only

We Share Your Passion  S17-983-9327

-
)

HOT GIRLZ BIKINI STAFF
FREE BIKE WASH

GREAT FOOD SPECIALS EVERYDAY
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 5 NIGHTS A WEEK

COLD BEER

Monday 11am - 2am ¢ Tuesday - Sunday 9am - 2am

CRAZY BIKE NIGHTS

49110 Grand River Ave ® Wixom M| 48393
(248)449-9667 ¢ www.stingersbarwixom.com

23" Annual

VINTAGE MOTORCYCLE
SHOW & 2-DAY SWAP MEET
GILMORE

CAR MUSEUM

Rain of Shi"e!
All-New Saturday Swap Only
Sunday - Show & Swap

June 9—10, 2018

9 am. to4 p.m.
GILMORE CAR MUSEUM

6865 Hickory Rd, Hickory Corners, MI

Midway between Kalamazoo, Battle Creek, Lansing and Grand Rapids
Registration info at:

GilmoreCarMuseum.org

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

BIRCHIRUN|
MOTORCYCLEISWARIMEET,

WHERE: Birch Run Expo Center
11600 North Beyer Road
Birch Run, Ml 48415

WHEN: April 22", 2018 10 am -4 pm
Admission: ONLY $8.00

For more Irrfnrmltlm a.rld ta reserve your selling space call S89-893-5187
Mbhlﬁbubblﬂrﬁ:lty ?Il.&nm * bubbastricitycycle.com

“MIGHI AH‘S BIGGEST and BEST
Muturn:y:le Swap Meet”

118 W, Wheatland ~

Family owne:
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DEALERS & SERVICE

ABC Harley-Davidson
4405 Highland Rd
Waterford, MI 48328
248-674-3175
www.abcharleydavidson.com

College Bike Shop
340 N. Larch St
Lansing, MI 48912
517-484-6413
www.collegebikeshop.com
Parts-Sales-Service

M/C Supply Ltd
2310 S. M-37 Hwy
Hastings, MI 49058

269-945-2782
www.mcsupply.com

Tawas Bay Marine & Cycle
1690 North US 23
East Tawas, MI 48730
989-362-6933
www.tawasbaymc@gmail.com
CAN-AM / SEA-DOO / YAMAHA

Tecumseh Harley-Davidson Shop
8080 Matthews HWY
Tecumseh, MI 49286

517-423-3333
tecumsehhd.com

TC Power Sports
4501 Page Avenue
Michigan Center, Ml 49254
tc-powersports.com
irishillsindian.com
517-764-3600

Town & Country
Sports Center / Harley-Davidson
18655 US-12
Cement City, Ml 49233
517-547-3333
cementcityharley.com

MC PARTS & SERVICE

Bad Pig Customs
1806 E 9 Mile Rd
Hazel Park, Ml
248-544-7447
Parts-Service-Maintenance

Detroit Choppers
29455 Gratiot Ave
Roseville, Ml 48066
1-800-505-0258
Parts-Service-Custom Builds
American & Metric

E & V Engineering
19294 W. M46
Howard City, MI 49329
231-937-6515
H-D, BSA, TRI, & NOR

Harrison’s Motorcycle Service
391 Washington Street
Brighton, MI 48116
810 844-2055
www.harrisonsmeservice.com

Hunt’s Hog Shop
3030 S. Cedar St.
Lansing, M. 48910
517-394-7840
www.huntshogshop.com

Jerry B’s Cycle Works
25430 Harper Ave
St. Clair Shores, MI 48081
586-773-BIKE
Like us on Facebook

Nicks Pro Powersports
299 Industrial Park Dr. Suite C
Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-1180
www.nickspropowersports.com

Oakley Bike N Trike
Cad to Chrome
110 S. Main St.

Oakley, MI 48649
989-845-4110
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www.reflectionscustomeycles.com

Service, Upgrades, Custom Bodywork

by Appt. 5912 Mulliken Rd, Charlotte

MOTORCYCLE GROUPS

MOTORCYCLE TRAINING

Take your Riding to the Next Level,
Learn from Certified Police Motorcycle

www.midwestmotorcycletraining.com

Great Food, Cold Beer, Good Friends

Reflections Custom Cycles
273 S. Ford Blvd
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-480-3148

TTBAD Customs
Motorcycle Metal Works

Painting, Fabrication, Detailing

517-983-9327

ABATE

To Join:
www.abateofmichigan.org
Click on Membership > Join

Midwest Motorcycle Training
Troy, MI
CURRENT ENDORSEMENT
REQUIRED

Instructors.
248-855-4444
BARS & RESTAURANTS

10th Street Saloon
136 N Main St.

Plainwell, MI. 49080
269-685-9595

Bike Night Tuesday

702 Bar
702 S. Jefferson Ave
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-2851
Bike Night Wednesdays

Anshcutz Café Food & Spirits
212 E. Saginaw St (M-46)
Breckenridge, M| 48615
989-481-3333

Bike Night Wednesday

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM

Bad River Bar & Grill
103 N. Saginaw St
Saint Charles, MI

989-865-6500
Great Food ~ Biker Owned

Baldwin Bowling Center
708 Michigan Ave
Baldwin, MI 49304

Live Music- Famous Bloody Marys
Bike Night Wednesday

Bay Shore Bar
9432 Bay City Forestville Rd
Fairgrove, Ml 48733
989-895-9503
Bike Nights Thursday
Waterfront Patio

Boulevard Lounge

316 S. Saginaw Rd

Midland, MI 48640
989-832-5387

Bud’s Tap Room
519 E. Dowland St
Ludington, MI 49431
231-845-5895
Cold Beer- Good Food- Friendly

Cheers Lapeer Pub
440 N. Saginaw St
Lapeer, Ml 48446
810-667-3170
Bike Night Wednesday

City Limits Bowling Center
& Sports Grill
2 Locations:
2120 E. Saginaw
East Lansing, MI 48823
517-337-7000
Bike Nights Tuesday

801 N. Cedar St
Mason, MI 48854
517-244-1090

Duck Inn Waddle Out
Lounge
3214 Brookfield Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
269-342-4447
Facebook- Duck Inn Waddle Out

Geno’s Sports Bar & Grill
14848 Thompson Ave
Thompsonville, MI 48683
231-378-2554
Bike Nights Wednesday
Biker Owned

Ghost Town Saloon
6422 Pingree Rd
Elwell, MI 48832

Year-Round Ride Card

Check in’s

McNastys Saloon
19300 Waltz Rd
New Boston, Ml 48164
734-753-4900
Great Food!
www.McNastysSaloon.com

M55 Pour House
5309 W. Houghton Lake Dr
Houghton Lake, MI 48629
989-366-4131
20 Taps-Great Food-Music
Like us on Facebook

My Alibi Bar & Grill
2185 S. Meridian Rd
Midland, MI 48640
989-835-3573
Tri-Cities Biker Bar

Scooter’s Airport Bar
4520 N. Clare Ave
Harrison, MI 48625

989-539-2177
Craft Beer/Bike Nights Monday

Onondaga Tavern
5576 Oak Street
Onondaga, Ml 49264
517-628-3658
Bike Nights EVERY Thursday

River Rock Bar & Grill
210 N. Mill St
St. Louis, MI 48880
989-681-2851
Bike Night Every Wednesday

Stingers Bar & Grill
49110 Grand River Ave
Wixom, MI 48393
248-449-9667
www.stingersbarwixom.com

LOANS & FINANCING

Security Credit Union
Great Rates & Fast Approvals
800-373-2333
www.securitycu.org

LODGING & CAMPING

Barefoot Beach Resort
7474 N US 23
Oscoda, MI 48750
989-739-1818

Fox River Motel
1588 W Highway M28
Seney, Ml 49883
906-499-3332
Biker Owned

Oscoda Area
Convention Visitors Bureau
Oscoda, AuSable
Greenbush, MI
1-877-8-0oscoda / www.oscoda.com

BOOTS

J & B Boots
1053 W. Grand River Ave
Williamston, MI 48895
517-655-2090
www.jandbboots.com
USA Boots / 5000 pairs in stock

LEATHER & REPAIR

AM Leather
Custom Embroidery
American Made Leather Apparel
18957 Middlebelt Rd
Huron Township, MI 48174
734-606-5663

June’s Tailor & Dry Cleaning
25924 Five Mile Rd
Redford MI 48239 /(313) 535-2270

Retail Warehouse
1640 S Centerville Rd.
Sturgis, MI. 49091 / 269-651-2464

INSURANCE

VanDuren-Irving West Insurance
Cycle Insurance Headquarters
Grand Rapids, Ml
616-827-0816 / www.viwins.com

GUN SHOPS

Total Firearms
1380 N. Cedar St, Mason, MI 48854
517-699-0597
www.totalfirearmsgunshop.com

PARTY STORES & MORE

Museum of “MOSES”
Vintage Harley Collection
A Memorial Tribute to Kevin
Mom & Pop Country Store
Located 8 miles east of McBain, Ml
(Vogel Center) museumofmoses.com

The Log Cabin Country Store
6472 M-25, Akron, MI 48701
989-691-5270
Grocery-Fuel-Restaurant
Deli-Pizzeria-Bait Shop

Westown Grocery & Deli
1013 E. Isabella Rd
(Corner of M-20 & Homer Rd)
Midland, MI -989-835-6040
Liquor, Beer, Wine
Fresh Produce, Deli, Pizza & Wings

LEGAL SERVICES

Motorcycle Injury Lawyer
Free Legal Advice
CALL: 1-877-BIKER-LAW

www.motorcyclelawyermichigan.com

No Win/No Fee Promise

Michigan Biker Law
Motorcycle Injury Lawyers
1-800-MI-Biker
www.michiganbiker.com
Motorcycle Accidents Only

PHOTOGRAPHY

S Graves Photography
269-213-5205

Email: sgravesphoto@gmail.com

www.sgravesphoto.com
Specializing in Motorcycle
Photography

LAWN CARE

Precision Lawn Sprinklers
Sales- Installation- Service
Free Estimates
Residential - Commercial
PLSMichigan.com
989-755-4136

FUNERAL SERVICES

Tombstone Hearse Co
For use at ANY funeral home,

Anywhere, available 24 hrs notice

734-783-2646 or
734-771-0273

CHURCHES

Victory Biker Church
12190 Miller Rd
Lennon, MI 48449
www.victorybikerchurch.org
810-247-6332

If You Would Like To See Your BUSINESS LISTED And Receive Thunder Roads Michigan Magazine Each Month
Call 989-615-5757 onLy $250 per year

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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February 14, 1929 is remembered in history for what became
known as the “St. Valentine’s Day Massacre.” Quick overview:
seven Irish gang bootleggers were gunned down inside a Chica-
go garage by two members of the Capone gang, wielding Thomp-
son submachine guns, then aided in their escape by two men
dressed as police officers. The sheer brutality of the act (crime
pictures were published in the newspapers) created a never-
before-seen public outcry against organized crime. This was the
beginning of the end for Capone and his henchmen. Tragically,
what happened this past Valentine’s Day at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida will forever eclipse the
original Chicago event.

The echo of gunfire in the hallways of Douglas High had barely
subsided when the first gun-grabbers found their way to a televi-
sion camera or radio microphone to vilify the NRA and demand
the repeal of the Second Amendment. Armed with the usual half-
truths and outright lies, pundits and politicians alike flooded the
airwaves with agenda-driven hype, with the sole intent of scaring
people into a knee-jerk reaction to demand draconian restrictions
on firearms. Placing the blame squarely on the shoulders of the
four million of us who belong to the NRA, the screeching finger-
pointers will go to any extreme to prove their point, no matter how
false the premise may be. Example: the town hall held by CNN
was a showcase of students handpicked for their point of view
and fed scripted questions to solicit the responses from survivors
the CNN editorial staff wanted. The audience was rounded out by
hard-core leftists who screamed obscenities and made threats
against Dana Loesch and Sen. Marco Rubio, who had agreed to
participate in what they thought was an open forum. Most disgust-
ing was the conduct of Scott Israel, Broward County sheriff, who
railed on the NRA and gun control, even though it was his own
department who had failed to enforce laws which would have kept
the shooter from purchasing his firearm. What good is another
law going to do when the +20,000 laws on the books now are not
enforced? Enforcement must come from the top down, and for the
last eight years the focus was on finding big “gotcha” moments to
build anti-gun sentiment, rather than toil over the daily grunt work
which takes illegal guns off the street and keeps citizens safe.

Following mass tragedy, the hyperbole birds start crowing about
how these crimes only happen in our country. In actuality, “spree
killings” (as they are referred to in Europe) are not that uncom-
mon—even in countries which enforce strict gun control. We don’t

BREATH

BY RICK WYRATT

hear about it on this side of the ocean because it does not fit the
American media narrative. The EU has a policy setting specific
body count criteria before a crime is called a “spree killing,” and by
keeping a tight rein on reporting and fudging statistics, European
leaders claim an illusion of moral superiority over the US. Know
this: the wave of violence in our streets is sweeping the entire world
and we are one of the very few countries empowered at our found-
ing with an absolute right to fight back!

Fighting back—that is the real issue. Unfortunately, Joe and Jane
Lunchbox don’t know (or care) that we are a short distance away
from being overtaken by a police state. When a political agenda
uses the powers of government to spy on private citizens to control
an election, or uses agencies of that same government to stifle
free speech, the jackbooted thugs can’t be far behind. The found-
ing fathers purposely crafted the Second Amendment as a bulwark
against the tyranny of an overreaching central government. | be-
lieve it was never intended for any level of government to define
what firearms and munitions citizens could own. What part of “the
right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed”
doesn’t our government understand? Or maybe it understands too
well that an informed and armed citizenry stands in the way of the
“new world order” being pushed on us.

The young people you see demanding more gun control can be for-
given. They are acting on what they have been taught. But the sup-
posed adults in the room—the ideologists with their steel-trapped
minds—they are the face of the problem because they believe that
a big smile and a wave of the big government magic wand will make
all the bad stuff go away. Gun control evokes strong emotions from
both sides, and we must be careful not to allow ourselves to be
governed based on feelings rather than cold hard evidence. Gov-
ernment creates blanket solutions for Band-Aid problems, rights,
and freedom in the process. Anybody, especially politicians, de-
manding an assault weapon ban better be able to define what an
“assault weapon” is, beyond big and scary weapons of war. The
military has defined “assault weapons,” and unless a firearm has a
select-fire switch making it capable of either semi-automatic fire or
full automatic fire, IT IS NOT AN “ASSAULT WEAPON!”

Bottom line: take a breath, don’t get caught up in the emotions of
the moment, and think about the freedoms you stand to lose if the
pro-gun control advocates win!

WWW.THUNDERROADSMICHIGAN.COM
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BUY  SELL « TRAI]E CASH FOR GUNS ° CPL CLASSES

TOTAL FIREARMS

1380 N. Cedar St

Mason M1 48854
517-699-0597

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9-7
SATURDAY 9-6
SUNDAY 9-4

tacehook il
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www. huntshogshop.com
SERVICE & TRUST FOR 30 YEARS

3030 S. Cedar St. Lansing, Ml 517-394-7840
MON-FRI 10-6 / SAT 10-2 info@huntshogshop.com

SPRING IS FINALLY HERE!
Slll_ll on down for our
Spring Leather SALE
all at 20% OFF!

We also carry a large selection of
Parts & Accessories to keep you
on the roatl this Summer.

NOW LETS GO 0(/7' A/VD HAVE SOME FUN

ﬂ?ifmiffﬁlﬂﬁ  OF TIRES
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previous year. Proceedlng down the trail,
| could see my buck right away; | tagged
him and went looking for the second one.
Changed directions, and found deer #2.

In Michigan, you only get two buck tags.
| filled both tags October 8 around 8:00
a.m. with two nice eight-points.

“Get outdoors if you canj it’s a great
place to be. This is Michigan! It
doesn’t get any better than this.”

Crow Man holds the
Michigan Grand Slam title,
as he finished fall/winter
2005 with an elk.

The Michigan Grand Slam is the title given for having the state record of the four
Michigan animals that CBM recognizes as trophies by a single hunter. Those four animals
are deer, bear, elk, and turkeys. The accomplishment has always been considered so
rare.The added challenge of drawing a limited bear tag and particularly a bull elk tag,
and to harvest animals that make the record book minimums seems insurmountable.
However, it miraculously has been done by a select few. Crow Man is of that select few.
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CURVE SUDOKU
110 RIVER RORD
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APRIL PARTS SPECIALS:

Harley Family Owned. Harley Family Oriented.
20% OFF Seats

cMOTOR? 20% OFF Rider and Passenger Backrest
APRIL MOTORCLOTHES® SPECIALS:
|z 20% OFF Gloves
20% OFF All Shirts

Come see us on APRIL 28TH llam-2pm for
FUN, FOOD, and the chance to WIN a Brand New

i 1101 L T

517-423-3333  TECUMSEHHD.COM

Shop 24 hours, 7 days a week online
at tecumsehhd.com

Follow us on Facebook for upcoming
EVENTS, SALES & MORE!

ri Tecumseh Harley-Davidson Shop
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INDIAN MOTORCYCLE

4501 PAGE AVENUE
MICHIGAN CENTER, Mi 49254
tc-powersports.com

917.764.3600

MOTDRZ
| HARLEY-DAVIDSON

E‘{[lﬁﬁ
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SPNI'IS CENTER - HARLEY-DAYIDSON
US-i2 & US427 - CEMENT CITY, MI 49233
6I7-547-1300 - CEMENTCITYHARLEY.COM

HWAY HAHlEY IMVII]SON 2Il|8 STREET 750!

PULLED PORK, CHIPS,

DESSERT & DRINKS

CATERED BY

Artesian Wells Sports Tavern!

Registration begins at Il am

You MUST be preseni 1o wm’ Winner will be drawn at 2pm

APRIL SPECIALS:

$10.00 OFF oil change kits for ATVs & UTVs
with in store coupon

$10.00 OFF Indian oil change kits

Buy a Pirelli Motorcross rear fire,

get front tire for FREE

Shop 24 hours, 7 days a week online at tc-powersports.com
irishillsindian.com ? Follow us on Facehook for upcoming EVENTS, SALES & MORE!

TC-Powersports/irish Hills Indian Motorcycle

APRIL PARTS SPECIALS:
20% OFF Seats
20% OFF Rider and Passenger Backrest

APRIL MOTORCLOTHES® SPECIALS:

20% OFF Rain Gear
20% OFF Functional Riding Jackets

Shop 24 hours, 7 days a week online at cementcityharley.com

Follow us on Facehook for upcoming EVENTS, SALES & MORE!
ri Town & Country Sports Center
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Bikers, protect yourself.
I:Inn’t fall victim to the
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Make sure you have

Call 1-800 MI-BIKER
to speak with an
attorney about your
insurance coverage.

We offer this as a
complimentary service to
the biker community.
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The Michigan law firm ONLY representing Bikers
for over 30 years!
MICHIGAN MICHIGAN

WWW.MICHIGANBIKER.COM [
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